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tain all the public lands lying within its limits, to be ap- 


plied to the payment of the and liabilities of the said 
republic of Texas; and the residue of said lands, after dis- 

ing said debts and liabilities, may be disposed of as 
said State shall direct; Provided, that in no event shall said 
debts and liabilities be assumed by, or become a charge 
upon, the government ofthe United States. 

Sec.6. ind be it further enacted, That all questions, 
claims, and disputes, in regard to land titles, arising within 
the territorial limits of Texas, shall be adjusted, settled, and 
decided by the courts and authorities of said State, subject 
to the constitutional jurisdiction of the courts of the United 


tes. 
— 7. And be it further enacted, That the State of Texas, 
when admitted into the Union, shall be entitled to two sen- 
ators, and, until the next apportionment, to two representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing con- 
ditions and guaranties, when accepted by the constituted 
authorities of Texas. shall be the fundamental basis of union 
between said republic and the United States. 


The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected—ayes 96, noes 111. 
The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. 


WELLER, 

Mr. MILTON BROWN submitted the following 
as an amendment to it: Strike out the amendment 
of Mr. WELLER to the original resolution and insert 
as follows: , 


JOINT RESOLUTION declaring the terms on which Con- 
gress will admit Texas into the Union as a State. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Con- 
gress doth consent that the territory properly included 
within, and rightfully belonging to the republic of Texas, 
may be erected into a new State, to be called the State of 
Texas, with a republican form of government, to be adopted 
by the people of said republic, Fd deputies in convention 
assembled, with the consent of the existing government, in 
order that the same may be admitted as one of the Siates of 
this Union. 

Sec. 2. nd be further resolved, That the foregoing con- 
sent of Congress is given upon the following conditions, 
and with the following guaranties, to wit: 

First. Said State to be formed, subject to the adjustment 
by this a of all questions of boundary that. may 
arise with other governments; and the constitution thereof, 
with the prcoee evidence of its adoption by the people of 
said republic of Texas, shall be transmitted to the President 
of the United States, to be laid before Congress for its final 
action, on or before the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six. 

cond §Said State, when admitted into the Union, after 
ceding to the United States all public edifices, fortifications, 
barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy-yards, docks, 
magazines, arms, armaments, and ali other property and 
means pertaining to the public defence belonging to said 
republic of Texas, shall retain all the public funds, debts, 
taxes, and dues of every kind which may belong to, or he 
due and owing said republic; and shall also retain all the 
vacant and unappropriated lands lying within its limits, to 
bea pe to the payment of the debts and liabilities of said 
republic of Texas; and the residue of said lands, after dis- 
charging said debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said 
State may direct; but in no eventare said debts and liabili- 
ties'to become a charge upon the government of the United 


Third. New States, of convenient size, not exceeding four 
in number in addition to said State of Texas, and having suf- 
ficient population, may hereafter, by the consent of said 
State, be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be 
entitled to admission under the provisions of the fede ral con- 
stitution. And such States as may be formed out of that 
— of said territory lying south of thirty-six degrees 

irty minutes north latitude, commonly knownas the Mis- 
sourl compromise line, shall be admitted into the Union, 
with or without slavery, as the people of each State asking 
admission may desire. 

Mr. DOUGLASS asked the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to accept the following asa modification of 


his amendment, to come in after the last clause: 


And in such States as shall be formed out of said ter- 
ritory north of said Missouri compromise line, slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except for crime, shall be prohibited. 


Mr. M. BROWN accepted the modification. 

The question being taken on the amendment or 
substitute as modified, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, ayes 109, noes 99. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended, and decided in the affir- 
mative, ayes 110, noes 93. 

On motion by Mr. M. BROWN, 

The committee rose and reported the resolution as 
amended to the House. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then rose and said: we 
have so much business pending before Congress, 
andso short a time leftto do it in, that I hope the 
House will now sanction the previous question, and 
put_an end to this agitating question. I therefore 
move the previous question. 
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The question was put on seconding the previous 
question, and Recto ie the affirmative, ayes 107, 
noes 97. ; 

The question, “Shall the main question be now 
put?” coming up, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF called for the 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. STETSON wished to know if the 
taken would prevent the taking the yeas 
ona proposition to restrict slavery in 


yeas and 


vote now 
and hays 
this terri- 


— 
The CHAIR said it would not if the proposition 
should be in order. 

The vote was then taken, and the question was 
decided in the affirmative, yeas 113, nays 106, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Bayly, Bel 
ser, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Auron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clinton, Cobb, 
Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, Farlee, 
Ficklin, Foster, French, Fuller. Hammett, Haralson, Hays, 
Henley, Holmes, Hodge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hub- 
bell, ~ ee Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Kirkpatrick, Latranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Isaac PF. 
Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, layne, 
Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, David S. Leid, 
Relf, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Saunders, Senter. 
Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith,jSteenrod, Stephens, Siiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. 
Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, 
Weller, Wentworth, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, 
and Yost—113. A 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar 
ringer, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, Brinkerhoft, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buffington, Carpenter, Jeremiah b. Cary, Carroll, 
Catlin, Causin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry 
Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, Florrence, Foot, 
Giddings, Goggin, Willis Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, 
Grider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward S. Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Herrick, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James 6 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Lyon, 
MeCauslen, MeClelland, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Mathews, Fd 
J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Mosely, Nes 
Paterson, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston 
Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Rayner, Reding, Robinson, Rock 
well, Rodney, Rogers, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Sev 
erance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Stetson, Andrew 
Stewart, John Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, 
Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton 
John White, Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, and 
William Wright—106. 

So the main question was ordered to be now 


ut. 

. The SPEAKER announced the next question to 

e on agreeing to the amendment of the Committce 
of the Whole. 

Mr. JOHN STEWART called for the reading of 
the joint resolution. 

The Clerk read it accordingly. 

Mr. VINTON called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. ELMER rose and said he wished to be ex- 
cused from voting, and for that he would state his 
reasons. He was favorable— 

The SPEAKER interposed and said the limit to 
which the gentleman was confined was very nar- 
row. 

Mr. ELMER said he merely wished to state that 
he was in favor of the admission of Texas to this 
Union, and would be willing to vote for such a 
proposition if it were brought before the House in 
a reasonable shape. 

The SPEAKER 
that the limit te whic 
very narrow. 

Mr. ELMER continued. But under the previous 
question they were cut off from taking the yeas 
and nays on any amendment. [Loud cries of 
“order, order.”] He wished to be excused because 
he was called upon to vote for a proporition which, 
in another shape, he should be in favor of; but he 
had no opportunity of taking the sense of the House 
by yeas and nays on an amendment by which he 
desired to make a reasonale compromise on the 
subject of slavery so as to exclude that institution 
from a part of the territory. [Loud cries of “order.” 
He thought this was a sufficient reason for desiring 
to be excused from voting, but having made that 


in reminded the gentleman 
he must confine himself was 





GLOBE. | 


PUBLISHED BY BLAIR AND RIVES, AT ONE DOLLAR PER SESSION, IN ADVANCE, | 








VotumeE 14....No. 13. 





ey 


withdrew 








statement he now his 
{ Laughter.] 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if he could not now 
move that the gentleman from New Jersey be 
excused, for he had given a sufficiently cogent rea- 
son. 

‘The SPEAKER said that such a motion would 
not be in order. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and resulted thus—yeas 118, nays 101: 


Ashe, Atkinson, Bayly, Bel 


application 


VY EAS— Messrs. Arrington, 


er, Bidlack, Fdward J. Black, James Black, James A 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chapman, 
August A. (hapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clinton, Cobb, 
Coles, Ci Cullom, Damel, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Pean, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, Farlee, 
Ficklin, Foster, French, Fuller, Hammett, Haralson, Heys, 
Henley, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hub- 
bell, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnaon, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Joues, Andrew Kennedy, 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkins, Lyon, 
Maclay, MeClernand, McConnell, MeDowell, MeKay, 
Mathews, Isaac f. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Ow en, 
Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Pottnr, Pratt, 
David 8. Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, 
Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, 
Slidell, John ‘ Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. 
Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Woodward, 
Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and Vost—118, 

NAVYS—Messre. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar 
ringer, Bernard, Benton, Brengle, Brinkerhoft, Jeremish 
Brown, Buttington, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, 
Catlin, Causi Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
Giidd Gogein, Willis Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, 
Grider, Hale, tlannibal Hamlin, Edw. S. Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Herrick, Hudson, Washington Hunt. James B 
Hunt, Joseph BR. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, McCausien, 
MeClelland, Mellvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph 
Morris, Freeman IH. Morse, Mosely, Nes, Paterson, Phoenix, 
Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rath 
bun, Rayner, Reding, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, Ro 
y st. John, Sample, Schenck, Severance, David L 

yur, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Stetson, 
Audrew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, John 
White, Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, and William 


Wright—101. 


So the amendment of the committee was concur- 
ed in. 

The SPEAKER stated the next question to be 
on the engrossment of the bill for a third reading. 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were orderegl, and resulted thus—yeas 119, 
nays 97: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Bayly, Bel- 
ser, Bidlack, Fdward J. Black, James Black, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 


V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chapman, Au- 
gue tus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clinton, Cobb, 
Cross, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, 
Karlee, kicklin, Foster, French, Fuller, Hammett, Haral- 
Hays, Henley, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston- 
Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, An- 
drew Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, McClernand, MeCon- 


Coles, Cullom, 


Dean, 


son, 


nell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Isaac 
FE. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratty Devid 8. 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Saunders, 
Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Stephens, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. 
Stone, Strong, Sykes, ‘l'aylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Woodward, Joseph A. 


Wright, Yancey, and Yost—119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buffington, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Cau- 
sin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Darragh, 
Garrett Davis, RK. D. Davis, Deberry, Diekey, Dillingham, 
Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, Giddings, Goggin, 
Willis Green, Byram Green, {Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Edward 8S. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Her- 
rick, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, ae 
R. Ingersoll, irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John 
P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, McClel- 
land, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward Joy Morris, Free- 
man H. Morse, Moselev, Nes, Paterson, Phoenix, Pollock, 
Flicha BR. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Rayner, 
Reding, Kobinson, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, St. ohn, 
Sample Schenck, Severance, David L. Seymour, Albert 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Summmers, 
Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Wethered, Wheaton. John White, Benjamin White, Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, andWilliam Wright—7. 
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So the joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The resolution was read a third time by its title. 

Mr. STEWART of Connecticut called for its 
reading entire; which was read. 

And the question being on its passage, 

Mr. JAMESON called for the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question was or- 
dered. 

On this question Mr. BRODHEAD asked the 

eas and nays, which were ordered; and being ta- 
oon, resulted—yeas 120, nays 98, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Bayly, Bel- 
ser, Bidleck, Kdward J. Black, James Black, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Reuben Chap- 
man, A. A. Chapman, eee Clinch, Cobb, Clinton, 
Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Fllis, Far- 
lee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Fuller, Hammett, Haralson, 
Hays, Henley, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hubbell, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, McClernand, McConnell, 
McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Isaac Ek. 
Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, 
Pettit, Peyton, E. D. Potter, Pratt, David 8. Reid, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Saunders, Senter, Thomas 
H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, John 
Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, 
a Taylor, Thompson, Tibbattse, Tucker, Weller, 

entworth, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and 
VYout—120. 

NAYS—Mesesrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Barnard, Benton, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, Jeremiah 
Brown, Buffington, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, 
Catlin, Causin, Chilton, Clingman, Collamer, (Cran 
ston, Dana, Darragh, ‘iarrett Davis, Richard D. Da- 
vis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Elmer, Fish, 
Florence, Foot, Giddings, Goggin, Willis Green, Byram 
Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward S. 
Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Herrick, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, 
Perley 5B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Dan- 
jel P. King, McClelland, Mcllvaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, Patterson, Phe- 
nix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, 
Rathbun, Rayner, Reding, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, 
Rogers, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Severance, David 
L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, An- 
drew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, John White, 
Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, and Willam Wright 
— PA, 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. JAMESON moved the reconsideration of the 
vote just taken on the passage of the resolution, and 
ealled for the previous question, under the operation 
of which the reconsideration was negatived. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the a adjourn. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked if it was too late to move 
an amendment of the title. 

The CHAIR said it was too late, the title having 
been announced by the Chair, and the House hav- 
ing assented to it. 

r. HOPKINS withdrew the motion to adjourn, 
and moved a reconsideration of the vote on agreeing 
te the title; and under the operation of the previous 
question, the reconsideration was rejected. 

The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The petition of citizens of Lo- 

raine county, Ohio, praying an appropriation for the im- 

rovement of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, on 
e Erie: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. RITTER: A petition from widow Elizabeth Ly- 
on, of ees Berks county, Pennsylvania, for relief. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Henry B. Parrish, 
John Dowling, and 50 other citizens of Montgomery coun- 
aS, praying for an appropriation for the Cumberland 
road. 

By Mr. DANA: The affidavit, &c. of James Crawford, in 
relation to his application for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. BAKER: The remonstrance of Samuel! H. Peck- 
ham and 79 other legal voters of the town of Royalston, 
Massachusetts, against the annexation of ‘Texas to the Uni- 
ted States: referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of Daniel Kendig, Ste- 

hen Atherton, and 60 other citizens of Dauphin county, 
Pennsylvania, asking an antendment of the naturalization 
aws. 

By Mr. EMERY D. POTTER: The petition of Hon 
Benjamin Bissell and others, members of fie courtand bar 
of Lake county, Ohio, asking for a division of the State of 
Ohio into two judicial districts for the United States court, 
to be called the northern and southern districts: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SLIDELL: The petition of the Mexican Gulf Rail- 
road company, for permission to purchase a certain tract of 
public land: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. ALFRED P. STONE: The remonstrance of 53 
members of the Ohio Jegislature against the division of Ohio 
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into two judicial districts, and to remove the district and 
circuit court of the United States from Columbus to Cincin- 
nati and Cleveland: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Mr. SHEPHERD CARY: The petition of F. Giffrey, 
Henry Johns, and others, for the erection of a light-house 
upon Allen Point, in the town of Gouldsborough, Maine: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of Michael Johnson, of 
Glens Falls, Warren county, New York, praying for relief: 
referred tothe Committe of Claims. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of C. Walker, and 
numerous other merchants of Chicago, in favor of a harbor 
at Gulein, Michigan: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. ELMER: The petition of Daniel Haines and 27 
other members of the bar of New Jersey, praying Congress 
to provide for distributing the reports of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States to the superior courts, 
the executive, and the public libraries of the several States, 
and to our diplomatic representatives abroad, free of ex- 
pense. 

Correction.—In our hasty notice of the re- 
marks of Mr. Exxis in the House of Representatives 
last evening we spoke of his advocating the ‘‘prin- 
ciples of free trade.” We should have limited the 
remark to internal trade. His observations were not 
applicable to foreign commerce, Had the whole 
speech been given, the mistake would not have been 


made. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, January 27, 1845. 


Mr. FOSTER presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Danret S. Dickinson, elected by the legisla- 
ture of New York a senator from that State to fill 
the unexpired term of the Hon. Nathaniel P. Tall- 
madge. He was qualified, and took his seat. 

Also, presented the credentials of the Hon. Joun 
A. Dix, elected by the legislature of New York a 
senator from that State to fill the unexpired term of 
the Hon. Silas Wright; which being read, he came 
forward, and was qualified. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by the hands of their clerk, Mr. 

FRrencu, announcing the fact of the passage, by that 

House, of the joint resolution for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, and asking the Senate 

to concur therein. Subsequently the above resolu- 

tion was taken up, read twice, and, on the motion of 
Mr. ARCHER, referred to the Committee on For- 

eign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting statements from all the bureaus of con- 
tracts made by that department during the year 1844. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting statements prepared by the Sec- 
ond Comptroller, showing the balance of appropria- 
tions for the service of that department remaining in 
the treasury for the fiscal year ending July 1, 1844. 

Mr. CHOATE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Daniel Webster, elected by the Jegislature of 
Massachusetts a senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March, 1845; which were 
read and ordered to be placed on file. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered that 
the memorial of John P. Skinner and the legal repre- 
sentativesof Isaac Green, praying that a sum of 
money recovered of them as sureties of Thomas 
Emerson, late a pension agent, may be refunded, be 
taken from the files of the Senate and committed. 

Mr. MILLER presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of New Jersey, requesting the senators and 
representatives from that State to use their best ex- 
ertions to procure the distribution by Congress of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States to the executives and legislatures of the States, 
and to the Territories. 

Mr. MILLER made some remarks, concurring 
heartily in the object of the resolutions. ‘These de- 
disions (he said) contained the best exposition of 
the constitution and laws of the United States, and 
should be placed in the hands of all the legislatures 
of the States. He alluded to the practice in New 
Jersey of distributing, under State authority, of the 
decisions of the State courts, and he did not see any 
reason why the general government should not do 
the same thing with reference to the decisions of the 
Supreme Courts. ‘The were (he said) in the habit 
of spending millions of dollars in printing and dis- 
tributing the laws and proceedings of the legislative 
branch of the government, whilst they had not ex- 
pended a dollar, except for the payment of the salary 
of the reporters of the decisions, towards informing 
the people of the decisions of the Supreme Court. 


The ee ep of the decisions are made, but kept 
under the lock of that officer, except some few eo. 
pies, which are obtained ‘on private account. The 
resolutions were referred to the Committee on the 
aM PRA CE 
r. R resented resolutions passed 

the general pc te of the State of Maryland “! 
the same import as those presented above by the 
senator from New Jersey, [Mr. Mixxer. ] 

Mr. P. said the practice in Maryland, as to the 
distribution of the decisions of the State courts, was 
the same as that of New Jersey. The resolutions 
were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from the 
judges and members of the bar of the State of Lili. 
nois, praying for a general distribution of the deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court of the United States: re. 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a remonstrance from 
250 citizens of Albany, New York, against the an. 
nexation of Texas to the United States: referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. D. gave notice that he would, to-morrow, ask 
leave to introduce a bill concerning the district 
= ens courts of the northern district of New 

ork. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial signed by 
William Pennington and others, members of the 
New Jersey bar, praying for a general distribution 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States: referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Jeni! 
Root and 222 others, citizens of Peoria county, Illi- 
nois, praying for reform in the judiciary, and for the 
abolition of the common law: referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Alleghany county, Pennsyl- 
vania, asking Congress to fix a uniform rate of post- 
age on letters of two cents on each letter for any dis- 
tance. Laid on the table, the bill being before the 
Senate. 

Also, presented a memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, asking the 
Senate to oppose any measure for directly or indi- 
rectly annexing Texas to the United States: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from citizens 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, asking for 
reform in the naturalization laws: referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from the 
American Statistical Association, praying Congress 
to distribute to them annually copies of its legisla- 
tive documents: referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition from 
Thomas Downey, asking for the correction of an 
error in the survey of the public lands in the district 
surveyed by David Hillis: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. of 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying Congress to take immediate 
measures for the construction of a canal around the 
falls of St. Mary’s: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from Eugene 
Pardee, and a number of other citizens of the coun- 
of Wayne, Ohio, expressing the desire that the 

ongress would extend the laws of the United 
States over the Oregon Territory, and organize a 
territorial government in that country: read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
am which lie on the table one day, under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury cause to be 
prepared a collection of the instructions which have issued 
since the 17th August, 1838, either by the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Commissioner of the General Land Office; 
together with the official opinions of the Attorney General 
and the Solicitor of the General Land Office, on questions 
arising under the land laws since the above period. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause the gen- 
eral public acts of Congress, passed since the second'ses- 
sion of the twenty-fifth Congress, respecting the sale and 
the disposition of the public lands, together with the in- 
structions and opinions mentioned in the foregoing resolu- 
tion, be printed for the use of the Senate, like the former 
work on the same subject; and to cause fifteen hundred co- 


ies extra to be printed and furnished for the use of the 
nate. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to — numerous cepa and resolu- 
tions upon the subject of amending the naturaliza- 
tion laws were referred, so as to extend the period 








Ce 
of probation of foreigners, and the resolution of 
the Senate instructing the committee to inquire into 
the proceedings under the naturalization laws, re- 
rted a bill to amend the naturalization laws of the 
nited States; which was read, and ordered to be 
inted, and the report accompanying to be printed. 

[The bill does not extend the probationar riod 
beyond five years’ residence in the United States, 
and one year in the State, under certain guards, to 
entitle a foreigner to a certificate of naturalization 
and a right to vote.} 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made an adverse report in the case of James Arnold, 
asking for a pension; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, reported back from the same committee, 
without amendment, the bill for the relief of David 

urrier. 

Or WOODBURY said a memorial was present- 
edto the Senate last session from the National In- 
stitute, and reported favorably upon, which he 
moved be taken from the files, and, with the memo- 
rial from the same institution he then presented, be 
referred to the committee having charge of the sub- 
ject before. Agreed to. 

Also presented a memorial numerously signed by 
John H. Smith and other citizens of Dover, New 
Hampshire, praying for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the report 
(from the Navy Department) of the board of ex- 
aminers to make experimental trials of inventions 
and plans for preventing the explosion of steam- 
boilers, was ordered to be taken from the files of the 
Senate and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from 
sundry masters of vessels and others navigating the 
northwestern lakes, residents of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to make an appropriation of 
money forfthe removal of obstructions from the St. 
Clair flats: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, leave was 
ranted to withdraw from the files the petition of 
ugene E. D. Smith, for an increase of pension. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, made an adverse report on the 
petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby, an officer 
of the revolution, praying for commutation pay; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petition of Frances Edmonds, the 
widow of D. Enoch Edmonds, for commutation 
pay the petition of Sally Bass, the daughter of 

r. Charles Parteur, for compensation for his ser- 
vices; the tition in the case of the heirs of 
Thomas G. Peachy, praying indemnity for property 
destroyed during the revolutionary war; which re- 
ports were severally ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DAYTON, from the Committeee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported back, with some 
amendments, the joint resolution for a more correct 
accountability of the public property. 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of passed 
midshipman John P. Randolph, praying extra com- 
pensation for services performed as lieutenant, re- 
ported a general bill providing for officers similarly 
circumstanced, entitled a bill to amend an actenti- 
tled ‘An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 
1845;” which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition of 
John Carter, praying for the passage of a law to 
bring certain slaves into the District of Columbia, 
was ordered to be taken from the files and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill in re- 
gard to the naval depot at Memphis, Tennessee. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Huntineron, 


on Thursday last, came up, and was agreed toas 
follows: 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing, by law,that no 
person designated as assistant collector or clerk, shall exer- 
cise any of the powers, or perform any of the duties of col- 
lector of the customs, or in any manner act officially for or 
inbehalf of such collector; and that no person shall exer- 
cise such powers, or perform such duties,who shell not pre- 
vious thereto have given bonds, with surety, to the accept- 
ance of the Secretary of the Treasury, and also have taken 
and subscribed an oath or affirmation for the faithful per- 
formance of all such powers and duties as may be exer- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








—_ or performed by him for and in behalf of such collec- 
or. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. Janwa- 
cin, or Thursday last, came up for consideration; 
viz : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the Senate 
what contracts have heretofore been made for the removal 
of the Choctaw Indians remaining west of the Mississippi; 
that he furnish a copy of all such contracts; whether and 
advertisements were made of the intention of the govern- 
ment to make such contracts; and what amount of money 
has been been advanced to contractors; when, and to whom; 
and whether or not there is any contract, agreement, or un- 
derstanding that the contractors are to have any additional 
allowance for ferriages, or other causes; and, if so, what; 
and, also, what steps have been taken by the contractors 
for the removal of the said Indians. 

Mr. J. said he understood a similar call was made 
by the other House, and that a report was made, 
which was satisfactory to him. He therefore moved 
to lay the resolution on the tabie: agreed to. 

The engrossed hill for the relief of Joseph Sim- 
mons was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. HUNTIEGTON, on leave, introducod a bill 
explanatory of the act making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of government for the 
year 1839. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remarked that the judicia- 
ry had decided that the provision of the law of 1839, 
which this bill was intended to explain, took away 
the right of the importer to recover back moneys, or 
to try the question of right to recover back moneys, 
in any court of law or equity in any State of the 
Union, paid as duties on goods to the collector, under 
protest; and that this bill was intended to give the 
right to the importer to maintain action at law 
gainst the collector, or other person acting as collector, 
to ascertain and try the legality and validity of the 
demand for the payment of duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, jwhich are not authorized to be 
paid, in part or in whole, by law. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the proviso ot 
the ‘aw of 1839 alluded to was not intended to bar the 
right of the importer to maintain a suit at law for the 
recovery of duties illegally collected, but to prevent 
the money thus oollected from laying in the hands 
of the collector. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that such he knew 
was the intention of the law, and to give the power 
money illegally collected when that fact was estab- 
lished. 

The bill was then read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

POST OFFICE REFORM. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the previous orders 
were postponed, and the Senate bill to reduce the 
rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment, was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, and read by its title. 

Mr. MERRICK said that the bill under consider- 
ation was a matter alike interesting and important; 
exciting therefore not less attention on the part of 
members of both Houses of Congress and of the 
people of the United States, than any other measure 
now pending or likely to be committed to the con- 
sideration of Congress during the present session. 
Standing in the relation in which he stood, as the 
author of the bill, and also as chairman of the com- 
mittee having charge of the business of that particn- 
lar department of the government, it was probably 
expected of him that he should make a briefexplana- 
tion of the principles which had governed that 
committee in their deliberations appertaining to the 
bill which he had submitted to the consideration of 
the Senate. 

He had remarked that this was a subject of very 
general importance and deep interest to the whole 
community. There would be room, were he dis- 
posed or did he possess the power, to dilate very 
amply on the general prineiples of the post office 
system. It was a most important implement in the 
hands of civilization, especially of a republican peo- 
ple. There would be room to dilate in reference to 
the utility of the diffusion of science, the promotion 
of morals, and all those great benefits resulting from 
the intercourse of mind with mind. But all this he 
passed as entirely familiar to those whom he now 
addressed. He desired tg confine his considerations 
simply to practical matters of business. Although 
he might be tedious and somewhat prolix in ex- 
plaining all the details which it would be neces- 
sary to refer to, yet he trusted he should be 
heard with that indulgence which it was the general 
courtesy of this body to exhibit upon all questions 
inyolving the interests of the country. He passed 
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by all that field which would open upon a mar who 
was disposed to indulge in rhetorical flourishes. It 
was sufficient to know, that the great utility of the 
Post Office Department was well understood by the 
framers of the constitution, and was well understood 
by all those whom he addressed. And because of 
its being so well understood by those who framed 
the constitution, we find in that sacred instrument 
that the power over this ne of the public 
service is exclusively vested in Congress. It was 
known to all who heard him, that this power on the 
sart of Congress to control this system, had of late 
han called into question in some quarters of the 
country; and he would simply refer to the reason 
of the exclusive grant of this power by the consti- 
tution, and why it should be preserved. 

None but Congress could exercise jurisdiction co- 
extensive with this institution, to make it efficient 
in its adaptation to all those changes which natu- 
rally result from progressive civilization, and the 
increase of population. Unity in the control of the 
post office arrangements of the country was all im- 
portant. This was the express grant of the consti- 
tution; and there was no ede whatever to con- 
test the right of Congress to exercise exclusive and 
absolute control over the operations of the post 
office system. To prevent alt interference from in- 
dividual and private interests with its operations, 
was the object of this grant, because these opera- 
tions could not be efficient in their utility without 
an exclusive control on the part of the Congress of 
the United States. Possessed, then, as Congress 
was—and as he would assume—of the exclusive 
control, for these wise purposes, over the 
post office arrangement of the country, what be- 
comes its duty? Possessing the power, it must 
feel the the force of correlative duty to exercise that 
power to the end for which it was granted—that is, 
to the end that the system should be made efficient; 
that it should be made coextensive with the wants 
and wishes of the country; that it should grow with 
the growth of the country; that it should spread 
with the spread of our population; and that every 
nook and corner of this country should be visited 
by its operations; that it should shed light and in- 
formation to the remote frontier settler, as well as 
to the inhabitant of the populous city or densely 
populated districts. This was the correlative duty 

ointed out by the wise framers of the constitution. 
Poshendiang this power and bound by this duty, let 
him ask gentlemen to consider in what ooniition 
was this system now found to be? It was found 
failing of its end—found operating in direct conflict 
with the interests of the people of the country— 
found stripped of its efficiency. It was found that 
the people of the country were deprived of its ad- 
vantages. The operations of the system, as it ex- 
ists, had become odious, and the subject of com- 
laint everywhere—particularly in the most popu- 
ous parts of the country; and it was found impos- 
sible to carry out the extensions called for by the 
wants of the people, because of the deficiency in the 
revenues of the Post Office Department produced by 
rivate competition in every portion of the popu- 
oon parts of the country. The rates of —_- 
were complained of by a large portion of the people 
as being inordinately high, and therefore opprea- 
sive and onerous. ‘The abuse of the franking privi- 
lege—an abuse which could not be denied—was just- 
ly bringing into odium and disrepute the whole sys- 
tem; and that odium and disrepute, attaching itself in 
first instance, to the system, was found now reflect- 
ing strongly upon those endowed with this privi- 
lege. All portions of the country were complaining 
of the injustice and inequality of the operations of 
the present post office system in this—that the bur- 
den is thrown upon those who pay for the support 
of this establishment—that one portion of the people 
are taxed for the advantages received by another. 
These were some of the existing evils which so 
loudly called for reform, and which were the sub- 
ject of so much complaint. The system, then, was 
found to fail in its object—its operations ae 
crippled and inefficient, and becoming unpopular an 
odious—producing corruption—destroying the abil- 
ity tocarry it on, under the existing laws, as it 
should be carried on. These being the effects of the 
resent post office system, what became the duty of 
ngress? To inquire first into the existence of 
these evils—that they do exist none can deny—to 
inquire then, whether they were evils of a nature 
which could property an effectually be removed; 
and at the same time'reserve the power of rendering 
the establishment efficient, if it should be found that 
those evils were capable of being removed; and, if 
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it would of course acknowledge its obligations to 
remove them and render the system effective. 

But the question presented itself then, how was 
this object to be attained? How, admitting that Con- 
gress was bound to reform the system—admitting 
the evils which were enumerated, and which were 
not to be denied—admitting the obligation which 
the national legislature was under to reform and cor- 
rect those evils, and to adopta post office system 
which would accord with the state of things which 
has brought about this great change—how was that 
reform to be reached, and how were the laws to be 

roperly adapted to the altered state of things? 
Upon this subject there was a great diversity of 
opinion. Many schemes had been suggested, ‘and 
many different views were entertained on the 
subject. This diversity of opinion, although it 
might seem to embarrass, would not, he trusted, 
have that effect, but would only serve to throw 
light in the path. Some objected to the mode by 
which the revenue necessary to support this im- 

ortant establishment was raised; and it was grave- 
y argued by some—though a few only, he trust- 
ed—that it was not right or proper that the post 
office establishment of the country should be made 
to depend upon revenue lestved. from the service 
rendered, or otherwise upon its own revenue for 
support, but should rather be threwn upon the gov- 
ernment, by contributions or appropriations made 
annually from the general treasury of the country. 
To this proposition he was very far from being 
willing to consent; and he hoped and believed it 
was not likely yet that such a proposition would 
find much favor here. What would be the effect of 
throwing the Post Office Department upon the gen- 
eral treasury as its reliance for means to carry itself 
on? In the first place, vast expansions would take 
place. It would be subject to all the fluctuations in- 
cident to the condition of the treasury of the United 
States, which all knew were great, and constantly 
recurring. At one time, as now, the general treas- 
ury is suffocating from plethora; and at the very 
next season probably suffering from inanition. In 
seasons of plethora, the Post Office Department de- 
pending upon appropriations from the general treas- 
ury, is it not obvious to every mind that it would be 
inordinately expanded in its operations? that indi- 
viduals, actuated by motives of interest, would en- 
ter into, and assist in the disgorging of this redun- 
dancy? The expansion would be inordinate, and 
beyond the just wants of the public for such ser- 
vice. If there be a redundant treasury, why should 
it be got clear of by applying it particularly to this 
service? Corruption would soon be seated in this 
department of the government. 


Then let a season of inanition come—let a time of | 


disiress, and failing and deficient revenues, come. 
The post office service having, at the time of a redun- 
dant revenue, been suddenly expanded, and its ex- 
pange increased from four or five millions of dollars 
to eight or ten, by unwise amd indiscriminate exten- 
sions, what would be the consequence of this defi- 
cient revenue? The appropriations necessary to 
carry on this service would absorb one-third or 
one-half of the public revenue from other objects, 
and other wants of the country. And was it not 
apparent that, when this state of things would come 
to exist, the same indiscriminate reductions would 
take place after the indiscriminate extensions; and 
the service would be destroyed—its utility, its value, 
and efficiency entirely crippled, and this change 
would be in proportion to the change which had ta- 
ken place in the condition of the public treasury? 

Such would be the consequences of leaving the 
Post Office Department to depend upon the treasury 
for jts support. 

The wisest and best policy was to leave it to de- 
pend upon a tax, well regulated and justly appor- 
tioned, upon the service rendered by that department; 
and charge the individual using that service accord- 
ing to the amount of direct benefit received from it. 
This would be most effectually accomplished by so 
arranging the post office rates as to have for that 
service a sufficient amount of revenue to defray its 
expenses; and there would necessarily be a uni- 
form and regular progression in the revenue, co- 
equal with the increase of population, the re- 
sources of our country, and the increase of wealth. 
It was hnown to all, that population, wealth, 
and commercial interests, beget correspondence. 
If the post office rates, then, be fixed so as 
to conform to the wants of the country, and de- 
fray the expenses of the department, the increase 


of wealth in the coumtry—its increasing wants for | 
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Congress possessed the power to remove these evils, || #ervice of that kind—would insure a steady, uniform, 


|, and coequal support to the department, and to the 


spread of its advantages in those portions now thin- 
ly populated, which was westward. Westward, 
then, would soon be the support of this revenue. 
Find the proper rate coextensive with the increase 
of population, and fix it there now, and the institu- 
tion will grow and spread as the population grows 
and spreads westward, and in its progress will go 
on and spread with them, following in the march of 
civilization, till it shall have reached the banks of 
the Columbia river and the shores of the Pacific 
ocean, and will prosper even there. By no other 
means, and by no other mode of obtaining the rev- 
enue necessary to defray the expenses of the Post 
Office Department, could there possibly be secured 
so uniform and regular a growth of this department 
and service as by fixing the rate ata reasonable and 
proper standard, which would give it a revenue al- 
ways increasing as the population of the country 
increases? 

It was a great and sacred principle in a republican 
government, that all citizens of the republic should 
contribute towards the defrayment of the expenses 
of the government, in just proportion to the benefits 
derived from the operations of that government. 
Now, adopt that principle in relation to the post of- 
fice interest of the country—in relation to the rais- 
ing of a revenue necessary to defray the expenses of 
that department or branch of the public service, and 
by taxes upon each citizen in just proportion to the 
benefits received, and this admirable and excellent 
wrinciple of equal justice is strictly carried out, at 
lent as strictly as it was possible to carry out any 
general principle. 

He therefore trusted that this proposition, which 
had lately been broached in the country, and which 
he had remarked upon here more with a view to the 
springing up elsewhere of similar schemes, would not 
find favor. He alluded to the proposition to support 
the Post Office Department by appropriations from 
the general treasury of the country. He trusted it 
would be remessee! Fit one unworthy of considera- 
tion, and would soon pass away everywhere. It 
was incompatible with the principles of equal jus- 
tice. 

He had gone fully into this subject, because there 
was another principle which had got abroad, which, 
if followed up, would attain the same result. In 
fact, he looked upon it as the same thing in dis- 
guise. He alluded to the proposition of making 
such a sweeping reduction of our rates of postage 
as would assimilate them to the new penny rate 
of the English post-office system. It was assumed 
by some gentlemen that there was no other way of 

utting down the competition which was daily and 
nourly destroying the revenue of our Post Office 
Department, but by meeting that competition di- 
rectly, and establishing so low a rate of uniform 
postage as would drive out all competition. Now, 
he would ask, what occasioned this private compe- 
tition? Was it not cupidity—the thirst of gain— 
not the motive of public good? This cupidity nat- 
urally grasped at the same profitable sources—the 
profitable routes—which alone could enable the 
department to effect the public good on other routes, 
which, instead of being a source of profit, occa- 
sioned great losses, and constituted the main items 
of unprofitable expense. On these expensive and 
losing routes there was no competition. The great 
injury was done on the profitable routes, and to 
them alone competition confined itself. The result 
of an excessive reduction of postage would be, not 
only to augment the losses on the unprofitable 
routes, but to make those routes which now would 
be profitable enough to sustain the others, but for 
private cupidity, also losing routes; so that, in effect, 
such an excessive reduction as that to two or three 
cents, would come to the same thing, practically, as 
the proposition of throwing the department as a 
burden on the treasury for its chief support. This, 
he was satisfied, no material portion of the members 
of either House of Congress would sanction. The 
services of the Post Office Department were not to 
be, like those of private competing individuals, ac- 
tuated by the cupidity of gain. The public service 
was a thing far above the mere consideration of 
dollars and cents, and such an arrangement for its 
efficacy should be made as would enable it, by a 


| just tax for duty performed and value given, to dif- 


fuse its benefits to the remotest bounds of our ter- 
ritory—to spread those benefits far and wide through 


| every subdivision of the country. Legislation in 
| regard to it must comprehend the whole; and that 


only can be effected by sush a nice adjustment of 














its source of revenue as will enable it to sustain 
itself in its unprofitable operations by the ad. 
vantages of its profitable routes. Now, he held 

that no matter how low the rates of postage might 
be reduced, the department could not compete with 
private individuals on these profitable routes, with. 
out the power of Jaws to sustain its just monopoly. 
He was also aware that no such laws can be op. 
erative, unless they are sustained by public sent. 
ment. The first thing then to be done, was, to gain 
over this public sentiment, by yielding at once to 
its reasonable demands. The universal complaint 
of the whole country was, that the present rates of 
postage were entirely too high. A reduction was 
demanded from all quarters. He concurred in all 
this with the public sentiment. Was it any wonder 
that, while such opinions prepailed, private enter. 
prise should be encouraged, and all laws for infringe. 
ment on the government monopoly should become 
inoperative? eet the public demand for a reason- 
able reduction of the rates of postage to a just and 
equitable standard, and you at once enlist public 
sentiment in favor of sustaining the restringent pro- 
visions of law necessary for maintaining the depart. 
ment in the diffusion of its public advantages. 

The existing dissatisfaction in regard to excessive 
postage*arose in 1840; and then private cupidity be- 
gan its operations. Up to that period the revenue 
of the Post Office Department had kept pace, im- 
proving in the same ratio that the population in- 
creased. The annual increase of the one was near- 
ly at the same rate per cent. as that of the other. 
In that year the inroads of private expresses began 
to be felt on the profitable routes. Up to the present 
period the consequence has been an annual diminution 
of 5 per cent. in the revenue of the department, in. 
stead of an annual increase, as contrasted with the 
growth of the population. The Postmaster Gen. 
eral states that the income of the department 
for the last year, fell short of its expenses 
some fifty-nine or sixty thousand dollars, 
although every possible reduction of  ex- 

enses had been most sedulously resorted to. 

“he rates of contracts had been reduced to the low- 
est degree consistent with the efficiency of the ser- 
vice. In every other branch of the service the most 
rigid economy had been adopted, in order to meet 
the deficiency of revenue occasioned by private com- 
petition. Yet, in spite of all these exertions, there 
was a deficiency of $60,000. Such a state of things 
could not be suffered to exist longer. Congress 
should now interpose. The Post Office Committee 
had weighed all these things, and the result of its 
mature deliberation was the bill reported to the Sen- 
ate and now under consideration. 

The bill proposes to fix the rate of postage at five 
cents for single letters not exceeding a quarter of an 
ounce, carried any distance not exceeding one hun- 
dred miles; and for greater distances, ten cents. It 
was ascertained from the statistics of the depart- 
ment, that half the revenue from letter postage was 
derived from letters carried one hundred miles, and 
the other half from those carried a greater distance; 
hence an average between five and ten cents—being 
seven and a half cer.ts—would represent the average 
rate of the bill for the entire letter correspondence of 
the United States and Territories. 

To ascertain upon what number of lette:s the 
committee might compute this average for the time 
to come, it was deemed necessary to go back be- 
yend the period at which the effect of private com- 
petition was beginning to be felt. And the report 
of the department, made in 1837 for the year 1836, 
presenting data that came nearest to the steady aver- 
age increase of former periods, it was selected as 
the basis of calculation. It was found that, in 1836, 
the number of letters passing through the mail was 
29,360,092; that is, paid letters, independent of 
franked letters. Had there been no private compe- 
tition, the increase proportionate with the annual 1n- 
crease of population would make the number for 
the past year 42,572,433. 

A further increase was to be anticipated from the 
reduction of postage. The increase of letters in 
England and Ireland since the adoption of the pen- 
ny-postage system, had been five fold; but as the 
committee did not propose so sudden and _conside- 
rable reduction as had taken place in England and 
Ireland—the present bill proposing only the reduc- 
tion to one-half of the existing average—it was not 
deemed safe to calculate asa certainty upon any 
considerable increase in the number of letters, in 
consequence of this reduction. Indeed, the commit- 
tee kept from all calculations ofa sanguine nature, 
and felt more disposed to underrate than to over- 
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rate the probable increase, believing it to be much 
safer to legislate so as to produce a result more fa- 
yorable than less favorable to the anticipations of an 
experiment of such a radical nature as that pro- 
. With these views, the committee consider- 
ed it entirely safe to calculate upon a probable in- 
crease of 20 per cent., in conseguence of the re- 
duction of the average rate of postage to one-half. 
When the probabilities of this increase were all 
taken into account—the diminution of private com- 
tition—the certainty that many letters now sent 
y hand would be sent by mail—the natural in- 
crease of correspondence from increase of popula- 
tion and cheapness of postage—it was buta very 
moderate computation to estimate the increase at 
20 percent. This increase on 42,572,433 letters, 
would give the whole number of letters, under the 
new rates, at 51,000,000, in round numbers, yield- 
ing a revenue, at 7} cents, of nearly $3,830,000. 
Add to this one-half of the present receipts for 
drop-letters, the postage on newspapers and pam- 
phlets, and the postage chargeable to the government 
departments on their correspndence, and there would 
be an income of $4,499,358, being within $642 of 
the four and a-half million of dollars of revenue, 
which the Postmaster General says is necessary to 
sustain the department, and enable it to meet the 
growing wants of the country in regard to the ex- 
tension of its services. 


Having now entered upon statistical details, he 
would briefly refer to some calculations made in his 
report accompanying the post office bill of last year. 

Mr. M. read portions of the report which showed 
that, with 20,000,000 of population, the correspond- 
ence of the United States — through the mail 
only amounted to 27,000,000 of letters; whilst in 
Great Britain and Ireland, with a population of 
27,000,000, the number of letters is 204,000,000. 
By our late census it appears that 5,892,806 of 
our population of free white persons over 
twenty-one years of age can sesh and write; 
whilst in Great Britain and Ireland there are 
7,155,169—that is, one-third of our population can 
read and write, and only one-fourth of the British 
Kempe Now, this calculation, if not absolute- 
y true, is relatively true—that is, the proportion of 
persons in the United States who can read and 
write, compared with that of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, is as one-third of our population to one-fourth 
of theirs. Hence 27,831,036 letters for the corres- 
pondence of the United States, would be 42 letters 
for every person in the Union capable of reading 
and writing; whereas in Great Britain and Ireland, 
204,000,000 of letters passing through the post office 
give 28} letters for every individual of the popula- 
tion capable of reading and writing. 


Now, he (Mr. M.) held that it was impossible 
such a disparity could exist; and he therefore main- 
tained that the fact must be that, in this country, 
much the largest proportion of its correspondence 
was carried by private hand, and by private ex- 
presses. Hence it was quite obvious that, if any 
means could be devised of getting the whole, or the 
largest portion, of the correspondence of the coun- 
try into the post office mails, the revenue of the de- 
partment, at the average rate of postage in the pro- 
posed bill, would be ample, and more than ample, 
for its support, and the reasonable extension of its 
operations. 


From this data, he inferred that the proposition 
was a safe one; and that if the bill was passed with- 
out injurious alterations, there could be no doubt of 
its proving a most successful experiment. 


He invoked gentlemen not to attempt any change 
of the distance fixed in the bill for demarkation be- 
tween the two rates of postage. To extend the low 
rate of 5 cents beyond 100 miles would seriously 
affect the prospects of success. Even to push it to 
150 miles would be exceedingly dangerous; while 
to go to 200, much less than to 300 miles, as pro- 

osed in the other House, would insure its total 
ailure. If any such alterations were attempted, 
he would give up all responsibility for the measure. 

Having said so much on the general principles, 
he would now proceed to explain the bill by taking 
up its provisions seriatim?} 

{Here it was observed that Mr. M., who had 
spoken two hours, was much exhausted, and the 
usual hour of adjournment being at hand,]} 

Mr. HUGER, with the assent of the senator 
from Maryland, said he would move that the Sen- 
ate go into executive session. 

r. MERRICK said he would not object if the 


bill could be passed over informally and taken up to- 
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morrow as the unfinished business first in order on 
the general orders. 

The CHAIR said by general assent it would be 
so cousidered. 

The bill was accordingly passed over informally, 
and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of ex- 
ecutive business; and after some time spent therein, 


Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 27, 1845. 

The journal having been read, 

Mr. ELMER presented the resolutions of the 
legislature of the State of New Jersey in favor of a 
distribution of the reports of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; which resolu- 
tions were referred to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of going into Committee of the 
Whole on the Oregon bill. 

Mr. VANCE appealed to the House to devote 
the morning hour to the consideration of private 
claims. 

Mr. BROWN had no objection to devoting the 
morning hour to such business, provided the Ore- 
gon bill could be taken up immediately afterwards. 

Some further conversation occurred when the 
question was put on Mr. A. V. Brown’s motion, 
resulting in ayes 69, noes 37. 

No quorum voting, Mr. FICKLIN moved a call 
of the House. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN suggested the propriety of 
another count, as a number of gentlemen had since 
come in; enough, in his opinion, to make a quorum. 

Mr. HOUSTON asked for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Brown’s motion, the calling of which would 
bring in a quorum. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
Dickins, their secretary, stating that that body had 
passed a bill to establish the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion for the diffusion of knowledge among men; in 
which said bill they asked the consent of the 
House. 

Mr. BURKE asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to refer this bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but objections 
being made, 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and 

The question was put on suspending the rules, 
and decided in the affirmative—yeas 113, nays 40, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Atkinson, Bar 
ringer, Bayly, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Brinkerhot!, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Buftington, Burke, 
Burt, Carpenter, epner Cary, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, 
Cullum, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dean, Dillingham, 
Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmer, Ficklin, French, 
Fuller, Byram Green, Hale, Hannibel Hamlin, Hammett, 
Haralson, Hardin, Hays, Henley, Hopkins, Houston, Hun- 
gerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jame- 
son, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Edward J. Morris, 
Joseph Morris, Isaac bk. Morse, Murphy, Parmenter, Petit, 
Pollock, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8S. Reid, Reding, 
Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, St. John, Sample, 
Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, John 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Jumes W. Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Williams, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, 
and Yancey —113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Baker, Brengle, Carroll, Chil- 
ton, Cranston, Deberry, Dickey, Florence, Giddings, Gog- 
gin, Grinnell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, John P. Kennedy, 
Mellvaine, Marsh, Moseley, Paterson, Peyton, Phenix, 
Preston, Rockwell, Rodney, Senter, Severance, Albert 
Smith, Andrew Stewart, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vanmeter, Wethered, John White, and Wm. Wright—40 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wetter 
in the chair.) ; 

Mr. S. CAREY asked if the land bill was not first 
in order. : 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN noved that that bill be laid 
aside, that the Oregon bill might be taken up. 

Mr. DOUGLASS suggested that, before they en- 
tered upon the discussion of the Oregon bill, they 
should dispose of the bill authorising the purchase 
of Greenhow’s history of Oregon, California, and 
the other northwest territory. He therefore asked 
the committee to take up that subject, for the 
information which that book contained was neces- 
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sary to the members, that they might rightly wndler- 
stand the subject involved in the Oregon bill. 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
SAMPLE, A. THOMPSON, C. JOHNSON, and 
some others; when the vote was taken on laying 
aside the land bill for the purpose of taking up the 
bill to authorise the purchase of Greenhow’s history. 
The tellers (Messrs. Sampce and McDowertz) re- 
ported 101 dn the affirmative. The negative was not 
taken, and the bill was taken up and read. 

Mr. DUNCAN complained that there was so 
much confusion in the House that they could not 
understand what was going on. Those who were 
opposed te the laying aside of the Oregon bill had 
not voted, and he called for another division. 

The CHAIRMAN said the bill had been taken 
up without the negative being taken, no objection 
being made to that course. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said, to test the sense of the 
committee, he would move to lay aside the bill now 

pene. for the purpose of taking up the Oregon 

ill. 

On this motion the vote was taken by Messrs. 
Sampcte and McDowext, as tellers, who reported 23 
in the affirmative, and 82 in the negative. So the 
bill was not laid aside. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that he did not rise 
for the purpose of objecting to the purchase of the 
book which it was proposed to buy. He had but 
little doubt that it was a valuable work, and should 
buy it when it came into market for himself. Tle 
did not oppose the eer of this book more thay 
any other. He objected to the system of book- 
buying, which Congress had recently adopted. ‘The 
abuses which it had led to were so numerous as to call 
upon the House to put an end to this mode of help- 
ing ourselves to several hundred dollars each year 
in addition to our pay. He did not desire to occu- 
py the time of the House in discussing this ques- 
tion. He desired to present to the House a few 
facts, which he hoped would induce the members of 
the House to abandon this system, and if they did 
not, that the people might see the facts, and he was 
sure they would putan end toit. Mr. J. read a 
list of appropriations made within a few years 
past; 


Kor Ingersoll’s Digest - - - $530 
Journals of Congress - - 18,000 
Do do - - - 2,700 
Livingston’s Code - - - 2,000 
Land Laws - - - 22,500 
Register of Debates - - - 17,000 
Ellictt’s Debates - - - $,250 
Diplomatic Code - - - 400 
Gordon’s Digest —- - - 3,000 
Watterston’s Statistics - - 1,500 
Diplomatic Correspondence - 31,300 
Register of Debates - - 18,882 
Commercial Regulations —- - 11,700 


Do do - - 5,883 


Gordon’s Digest = - - - 150 
Davis’s Laws of the District - 1,500 
Watterston’s Statistics - - 2,650 
Peck’s Trials , - - 3,105 
History of the Bank - - 2,360 
Silk Manual - - - 1,000 
Diplomatic Corrrespondence ~ 21,017 
Journals - - - - 10,890 
American State Papers - 221,770 
Do do do - - 15,006 
Madison Papers” - - - 36,000 
Documentary His’ory - - 20,000 
Madison Papers’ - - - 5,000 
Appropriation the 26th June, 1836, 
for the purchase of a part of the 
above - - - - 44,490 
Sameact - - - - 15,500 


By resolution of 27th January, 

1838 - - -, - 48,960 
By resolution of 18th May, 1842 - 52,343 46 
By resolution of 3d March, 1843 - 47,162 


$687,650 46 








In addition to this sum, Mr. J. said that a resolu- 
tion of the last session had passed, directing the 
purchase of a portion of the precedin ks 
and the Congressional Globe, which, he understood, 
would cost near one hundred thousand dollars, 
for which no appropriation was made at. the last 
session; and he presumed a bill would be brought 
forward before the close of the present session. 
He understood a large number of the books had 
been delivered to members, notwithstanding no ap- 
propriation had been made, and of course no pur- 
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chase made by the Clerk. But little less than a 
million of dollars expended in the purchase of books 
for distribution within a few years. A large pro- 
portion of these books he thought useless, and their 
publication, or rather the purchase of them, seem 
designed to benefit the printers as much as to in- 
form members of the House. 

Mr. J. commented on the price usually paid by 
Congress, which was enormous; mentioned one of 
the volumes of the Documentary History costing 
over eighteen dollars per volume; and the American 
State Papers between thirteen and fourteen dollars 
per volume. He had understood, also, that many of 
the members of the House, after the delivery of the 
books, were in the habit of selling them to the 
booksellers about the city for less than half price, 
and these booksellers kept them ready to resell to 
the next Congress, for the supply of the new mem- 
bers. Hethought this state of things was intolera- 
ble, and he hoped the members of the present Con- 
gress would put an end to it. He repeated that his 
objection was not to the book now sought to be 
purchased, but to the practice. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON wished to offer an 
amendment, which was read, providing for the re- 
scinding of the resolution of the House of June 14, 
1844, directing the clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives to furnish each member of the House such 
books as were furnished the members of the 26th 
and 27th Congress, &c. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
was not in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair; but, 
previous to that, he wished to make a remark or 
two. He thought it was time, as was expressed in 
his amendment, that this matter should be put an 
end to. He argued that there was no difference be- 
tween members voting themselves five or six hun- 
dred dollars additional pay, and voting that amount in 
books. He knew an instance in which a member 
had got the books ordered, and sold them for $150. 
The government paid this enormous price; members 
then sold them at this greatly-reduced price, and 
put the money into their pockets; the next Congress 
ordered them for its members, and paid this same 
excessive price to those booksellers who had thus 
bought them of the members who did not care 
enough for them to take them home. He urged 
that no public benefit resulted from these purchases of 
books, as they-were taken home and deposited in 
the private libraries of members. If this practice 
was to continue, what was it to cost the Union? He 
was informed by a gentleman investigating this sub- 
ject, that it had already amounted to nearly a mil- 
lion of dollars. It was true this practice was put an 
end to. 


Mr. J. appealed from the decision of the Chair; | 


but after some conversation, withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said if he had supposed this bill 
would have occupied as much time, | 
have called it up. His object in it had been that it 
was believed by members that this work was neces- 
sary for the discussion of the Oregon question. He 
was opposed, with the gentleman from Tennessee, to 
buying books unnecessary for their action here; but 
he denied that there was any connection whatever 
with this proposition to enlighten both branches of 
the government upon this important question, 
and these appropriations to which the gentleman ob- 
jected. The gentleman from Tennessee spoke of 
an appropriation of $100,000 on this subject. It 
could not possibly exceed $3,000; and he argued 
that they had as much right, and the same reasons 
for this publication as for their usual publications of 
the President’s message, the report of the commis- 
sioner on patents, &c. By this publication, they 
might save territory enough beyond the Rocky 
mountains to form three or four States. He appre- 
hended that that very book contained documents 
showing our title to the whole of Oregon, as far as 
54° 40‘, and which could be found in no other book 
accessible to the members of this House. He 
argued that it was a proper expenditure, and neces- 
sary in order that Congress should act intelligently 
on this subject. THe hoped this bill would be per- 
mitted te be laid aside to be reported, that they might 
proceed immediately to the discussion of the Oregon 

uestion. 

Mr. THOMPSON wished to give his reasons, in 
afew words, for the support of this resolution. 
He had voted with the gentleman from Tennessee 
{Mr. Cave Jonnson] against these books, and he 
would go with him in support of a resolution, if he 
Would offer it, inquiring whence these books came 
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that they were receiving, and against appropriating 
for their payment. But he considered that the pub- 
lication of the past history of the government, and 
all its archives, was a very different thing from 
voting for the proposition before the House, which 
contained valuable information in relation to Oregon. 
The people of the United States believed our title 
clear to 54° 40’ north latitude, and they knew that 
the history which contained this information was 
carried through a series of documents, from 1763 
to this day, which it would take gentlemen three 
months to investigate. He wanted this publication 
for the same reason that they wanted the President’s 
message, because he wanted the House and their 
constituents to know the actual state of public 
affairs. 

He moved to lay aside this bill, and take up the 
Oregon bill. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN argued that this information 
was necessary, and that it was proper to procure a 
suitable number of copies of this work for the 
libraries of the two Houses and of Congress; but 
he was opposed to procuring them for individual 
members for their own private libraries. If the 
gentlemen would modify this bill, as he had now 
“en, it would pass without objection. 

r. DROMGOOLE gave notice of his intention, 
when they arrived at the proper place in the bill, to 
move an amendment to strike out the clause pro- 
viding for the distribution among the members of 
the House of these books. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understood to say 
that this book was a book which would not obtain 
a general sale; and unless they took the proposed 
number, or some reasonable number of copies, he 
would not be reimbursed for his expenses on this 
work. 

Mr. SCHENCK, after a remark or two on the 
question before the House, desired to know of the 
chairman of the Committee on Engravings when 
they were to hear from that committee on the sub- 
ject of the map of Texas! [Laughter.] 

Mr. MURPHY should vote for this work on the 
same ground precisely as he had voted for printing 
the map of Texas, for the purpose of obtaining in- 
formation with reference to this territory. He did 
not think that this came within the abuses of which 
his friend from Tennessee had complained. This 
was an enlarged edition of a work once printed by 
Congress, but containing much additional valuable 
information. He sent to the clerk’s table, where it 
was read, the memorial of Mr. Greenhow, showing 
what the work was, and the circumstances under 
which it was written. 

Mr. WINTHROP addressed the committee in 
favor of the resolution. In reply to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, he observed that if it be a sin to 
have offered the reSolution last session for the pur- 
chase of books, he pleaded guilty. He did offer the 
resolution, but it was at the instigation of gentlemen 
who had an interest in it, he ion no interest 
whatever, having received his share of the books, 
which the resolution contemplated giving to those 
gentlemen who had not received them. He should 
be sorry, however, to have it said that he had offer- 
ed a resolution about the morality of which he had 
any doubts; and he therefore desired to say that he 
aid nee object to the call of the yeas and nays, and 
would not object now. He did not support this 
resolution on the ground solely that it was necessa- 
ry to furnish information to the members of the 
House on this important question. He supported 
it on the broad principle that it was the interest of 
the country, and the duty of Congres to patronize 
great works connected with the history of the coun- 
try, and with great and important measures which 
are the subjects of legislation. The honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromeooxe] had, at an 
early period of this session, offered a resolution for 
the publication of the works of the venerated Madi- 
son, and he would give his hearty assent to it, and 
hoped that it wall be published and distributed, 
not only to the members of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, but to the colleges and State libraries of the 
country. So, also, a resolution had been offered in 
the other House for the publication of the works of 
Alexander Hamilton, for which he would gladly 
vote to give as extensive a distribution. There too 
was the history of the Exploring Expedition—an 
expedition which had cost the government a million 
and a half of dollars—of which only ninety copies 
had been published. He thought it the duty of 
Congress to publish and distribute that work also; 
for hhe held it to be a national object to patronize 
great works in relation to the history of the country, 
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the progress of the arts, and in regard to im 
measures depending on the legislation of eee 
But it was said that it was selfish for members to 
purchase books for themselves. Was it selfish 
when they fixed their own per diem, or gave them- 
selves the documents that were daily necessary for 
the transaction of business? Were not some fifteen or 
twenty bound volumes of documents sent to each 
member after his return home? For his part he had no 
hesitation in letting his constituents know that he 
voted for books for himself, and for distribution, and 
that he took home with him his own copies, where 
they would be at their service when they wanted to 
refer to them. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend the bill, so 
as to simply provide for the purchase of 100 
copies of the work, to be deposi in the library of 
Congress. Mr. D. made a few explanatory obser- 
vations which were not fully heard i the reporter. 

Mr. SIMONS offered an amendment to the 
amendment, to insert after the words ‘tone hundred,” 
“an appropriation of two dollars to each member to 
purchase a copy with.” Mr.S. said that this amend- 
ment would unable every member to purchase a copy 
who was unable to do so at his own expense. For 
his part he wanted the book, and should purchase 
a copy for himself, not wishing to get one at the ex- 
pense of the treasury. He did not expect his 
amendment to pass, nor to get the yeas and nays on 
it; and he had offered it with the design only of ex- 
pressing his views on the subject. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK was opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Drom- 
GOOLE,] because it would be impracticable to carry 
itout. There were two hundred and odd members 
of the House who wished to get all the information 
they could on this important subject, and would, 
therefore, be anxious to refer to this book. Now, 
how were they to do it if only one hundred copies 
were purchased and deposited in the library? To 
accommodate them all, it would be necessary for 
two and a half members to read one copy. This 
would be exceedingly embarrassing, for one member 
might want to read it in the evening, while the other 
might want to read itin the morning. The propo- 
sition could not therefore be carried into effect. 

As to the proposition of the gentleman from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Simons,] he presumed that the gen- 
tleman offered it more in jest than in earnest, and he 
should therefore say nothing about it. He should 
vote for the bill as it lay on the table, and he would 
cheerfully do so because he wished to show to the 
peculiar friends of Oregon that he intended to stand 
by them on that subject. After the glorious result of 
Saturday, on the passage of the bill for the annexa- 
tion of Texas, he was ready to go cheerfully for the 
occupation of Oregon. He would also go for the 
resolution, because he confessed that he was partial- 
ly in the dark in regard to our title to Oregon, as 
well as various other subjects connected with it; and 
he wanted such information as would enable him 
conscientiously and understandingly to give his vote 
in conformity with the honor and interests of the 
country. In conclusion, he asked permission to say 
a word or two in relation to the resolution which had 
been offered this morning. He well remembered 
that ever and anon a debate had sprung up at every 
session on this subject of purchasing books for mem- 
bers; but he would say to the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. C. Jounson] that he had not gone to 
the root of the evil. The gentleman said that it was 
an outrage—a robbery of the treasury; but was it 
worse than the supplying members with other per- 
quisites which they had been in the habit of receiv- 
ing time immemorial? Was not the gentleman in 
the daily receipt of three newspapers? How many 
knives had he worn out in the colle service? Had 
he not one in his pocket at that very time? And if he 
had he called on him to rise in his place and show 
it. 

Mr. B. went on to say that the document furnish- 
ed valuable information, without which gentlemen 
could not act understandingly, and information 
which they could not get in any other way than 
by passing the bill before the committee. hen it 
was first proposed last winter to publish the works 
of Alexander Hamilton, he determined that he 
would not vote for it; but since he came to know the 
doctrines maintained by that distinguished states- 
man on the subject of the tariff, he did not know 
but he would go for the publication. He would 
ask gentlemen on the opposite side, if they were 
willing to carry out the doctrines of Alexander Ham- 
ilton on the subject of the tariff. He asked them 
to mark the fact that Alexander Hamilton proposed 








ive 10 per cent. protection; and even, in an ex- 
pe mae willing to give a duty of 12 per cent. 
fortwo years. He asked gentlemen if they were 
willing to abide by the doctrines of Alexander Ham- 

ilton on that me As to the views of that states- 
man about royalty and aristocracy, they were as 
harmless as a rattlesnake with his fangs extracted. 
The people of this country were too much wedded 
to republican institutions for him to fear any pub- 
lication of Hamilton’s works on that score; but his 
yiewson the tariff were so sound that he would cheer- 
fully go for the publication of his works; and he 
yentured to say that his State would be willing to 

y for all the books. Nay the whole South, 
which was whipped into acquiescence by 
the majority on that floor, in the system 
of robbery that was carried on at their expense, 
would gladly pay the cost of the whole publication. 
But he hoped they should have an end of such clap- 
trap. The information which this book contained 
he held to be absolutely necessary; and he ventured 
to say there were not twenty members on that floor 
—whether venerable members or young members— 
that were acquainted with all the minutia of the in- 
formation which that book could give them. ‘That 
they might act advisedly on that subject, he hoped 
the bill would pass, and that the bill for the organi- 

zation of a Territorial government in Oregon would 
then be taken up and passed. He hoped that every 
member who voted for Texas would not be found 
hesitating on the subject of Oregon; for, without be- 
ing personal, he would say of both those great ques- 
tions, that “he who dallies is a dastard, and he who 
doubts is damned.” 

Mr. WENTWORTH said it was not his orig- 
inal intention to have said any thing in relation to 
the merits of the bill before the House, for the re-oc- 
cupation of Oregon, at this stage of the reason. [A 
laugh.] Mr. W. said, gentlemen laughed at his word 
re-occupation,which he used designedly, and he want- 
ed gentlemen to understand its true meaning. If 
we ever did occupy Oregon (as all gentlemen will 

rant) it is certain we do not occupy it now. And 
oe he wanted to re-occupy it, to drive the Brit- 
ish out, and rightfully place Americans in. He was 
for tearing down the cross of St. George, and rais- 
we, stars and stripes in its stead. 

r. W. said the question before the House, he 
knew, was a measure preliminary to action upon 
this great measure of re-occupation. He knew the 
bill before the House was introduced in good faith 
by his colleague, [Mr. Dovetass,] believing it 
would be disposed of in a few moments, and without 
serious opposition. But long speeches, compre- 
hending a great variety of subjects, had already 
been made; and for fear, as in former times, the 
House would never be nearer the subject than it 
now was, he would submit a few remarks in rela- 
tien to the bill itself. For twenty years, and up- 
wards, this question of organizing a government in 
Oregon had been agitated; but yet there had never 
been any favorable action. Indeed there had never been 
a direct vote taken, whereby the nation could get at 
the sense of its representatives. The measure had 
always gone by on false issues, or been preceded by 
others of less importance in the end, though, per- 
haps, considered at the time of more immediate im- 
portance. 

The Oregon question, somehow, had always been 
an unlucky one. There was always somethin 
ahead of it. Hence what he had to say he shoul 
say now, lest legislative legerdermain should hinder 
the proper bill from being called up, as was the case 
at the last session. 

On Saturday, we annexed a large tract, so far aa 
the action of this House was concerned, to one ex- 
tremity of our Union. Here is now a proposition 
to add to the other end, or rather to keep from being 
irretrievably lost, what rightfully belonged to it. 
Members denied that the annexation of Texas was 
a sectional question, and contended that it was a 
national one, and as such a measure they supported 
it. Ifthe friends of Texas now go for Oregon, they 
will show conclusively that they are for reclaim- 
ing their own territory at whatever extremity of our 
Union it may be, and thus prove conclusively that 
they care no more for slave territories than they do 
for free ones. The opponents of Texas took ground 
that its annexation would add to the slave power of 
this country and thereby disturb its present equilib- 
rium. Even the venerable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Apams] would be for annexation 
under certain conditions, were it not for sla- 
very. Now Oregon is north of the Missouri 


compromise line, and slavery can never exist there. 
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So, as he looked at it, Texas and anti-Texas men 
would best preserve their character for patriotism 
and consistency by advocating all measures for re- 
possessing Oregon. 

Mr. W. called upon whigs and democrats, upon 
this great national question, involving our interests 


and our honor, to forget all party feuds, and give a | 


consolidated vote against any further encroachments 
of the British upon American soil. 


Mr. BARNARD here called Mr. W. to order, | 


as he considered it not proper to discuss the 
merits of the Oregon bill. 


Mr. WENTWORTH contended that he was in | 


in order; or, at least, as near boing so as the gentle- 
man from New York ever was in any of his 
speeches. ‘The immediate question before the 
House was a bill for purchasing a history of Oregon. 
There was a great connection between a history of 
Oregon, and Oregon itself. If Oregon was of no 
importance, then we ought not to pass the bill; if 
it is, then we ought to do so. 

In areport made to this House upon the subject 
now under discussion, by Mr. Baylies of Massa- 
chusetts, in 1826, there can be found the following 
sentence: 

“The indifference of America stimulates the cupidity of Great 
Britain. Our neglect daily weakens our own claim, and 
strengthens hers; and the day will soon arrive, when her title 
to this territory will be better than ours, unless ours is earnestly 
and speedily enforced.” 

This might then have seemed empty declamation, 
but who will say that time has not verified it all? 

Great Britain never had a settlement on the Co- 
lumbia nor any of its branches prior to 1810, the 
time Mr. Astor’s settlement was commenced. And 
Mr. Madison looked upon the settlement with such 
a favorable eye, that in 1813, he ordered the frigate 
Adams thither; but the order was countermanded 
in consequence of the crew being needed on Lake 
Ontario. This same year the fort fell into the hands 
of the British, where it remained until it was sur- 
rendered to us under the first article of the treaty of 
Ghent. Thus in 1818 were we putin full posses- 
sion. And these were the words: 

“We, the undersigned, do, in conformity to the first article of 


the treaty of Ghent, restore to the government of the United 
States the settlement of Fort George, on the Columbia.” 


Thus put in possession, how have we lost it? 
Certainly not by the treaty of 1818 for joint occu- 
pancy, for that ee expressly declares that ‘“‘the 
only object of the high contracting parties was to pre- 
vent disputes and differences among themselves.” And, 
whilst treating of the title, Lord Castlereagh admit- 
ted our right to be the party in possession. And 
this bill proposes nothing more than mere protection 
of the settlers in that possession they have had since 
1818; nothing more than Great Britain, the party 
out of possession, has done for her citizens in Oregon 
long ago. 

Since 1818, much has been said in relation to our 
duty to the American citizens in Oregon, but noth- 
ing has been done. Able reports have been made 
to this House, to twoof which he would call the 
attention of members at their leisure—that of Mr. 
Baylies, just alluded to, and that of Mr. Cushing, 
our recent ministerto China. Able speeches have 
also been made, but there the matter has stopped. 

As early as 1820, Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, as 
chairman of a committee of this House, made an 
elaborate report on the propriety of extending the 
jurisdiction of this country over the inhabitants of 
Oregon, which concluded with a bill for that pur- 
pose. That bill, like all its successors, was suffered 
to lie on the table during the session. Next year 
the navy commissioners made an estimate of the 
expense of transporting cannon and ammunition to 
the Columbia, and this was all that was heard of 
the matter during that or the succeeding session. 

In 1823, a select committee was appointed by the 
House, with instructions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of occupying the mouth of the Columbia. 
This committee conferred with General Jesup, who 
recommended manning a fort at the mouth of the 
Columbia, and establishing a cordon of posts be- 
tween it and Council Bluffs. He gives, as a reason 
therefor, that “present protection would be afforded 
to our traders, and, on the expiration of the privi- 
lege granted to British subjects to trade on the 
waters of the Columbia, we should be enabled to 
REMOVE THEM from our territory, and to secure 
the whole trade to our citizens.” "This suggestion 
was made in 1824; and it is valuable as showing that 
it was the received the opinion, at that time, that 
the British only remained by our permission, and 
that, at the expiration of the treaty for joint occu- 
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pancy, we could “REMOVE THEM from ow 
territory.”’ But nothing was done at this session. 

In 1824, President Monroe, in his last annual 
message, urged the establishment of a military post 
at the mouth of the Columbia. But no heed was 
given to him. 

President Adams renewed this request; and it was 
in accordance therewith that Mr. Baylies, in 1826, 
made the report from which he had already quoted. 
But, as usual, nothing was done at this Congress. 

Mr. W. said he had thus reviewed all proceed- 
ings, from the time we were put in possession up to 
the year 1827, when the article of joint occupation 
was indefinitely continued in force, with power on 
the part of either party to annul or abrogate it by 
giving twelve months notice. 

From that time to the present, the proceedings of 
Congress have been pretty much the same as they 
were for the ten years previous. Presidents have 
recommended, and committees have favorably re- 
— and there the matter has ended. We have 

iad talk enough about this matter, and we now want 
action. 

He would not speak of our title to this country 
because he believed no American doubted it. He 
heard nearly all the debates in both branches of 
Congress at the last session, and he heard not a sin- 
gle person, whig or democrat, express a doubt as to 
our title to every inch of the territory up to the 
boundary established between us and Russia by the 
treaty of 1824. That we were ence in possession 
is equally as clear, he thought he had shown, as our 
title. And it is almestas clear that we are now dis. 
possessed. Indeed, one of the issues in the late can- 
vass was the re-occupation or re-possession of Ore- 
gon. That we became dispossessed is altogether 
attributable to our indifference. Whilst we have 
been doing nothing, England has done everything. 
Whilst the American settler has had to mope along 
at the rate of twenty miles a day, without roads and 
through the domain of the most savage Indians, 
England, through her ships, has been landing her 
emigrants at the mouth of the Columbia, surround- 
ed by all the conveniences of life. 

Once dispossessed, the question arises, how can 
we again get possession? Of course, he meant with- 
out war. Forcible possession can, he would sa 
must be, resorted to where all other means fail. t 
is a just measure—just to the American settler in 
Oregon, just to our own interests and our own hovn- 
or 





There may be those who may think thet, before 
the passage of such a bill, the year’s notice of our 
wish to annul and abrogate the treaty of joint oceu- 
pation ought to be given. But if, under the pro- 
visione of this article, Great Britain can extend the 
jurisdiction of her laws over her citizens, can even 
arrest and punish our citizens under that jurisdic- 
tion, can we not, under the same provisions, extend 
to our citizens our own protection—treat them as 
American people treading American soil? If we 
have this right, then comes up the expediency of 
the measure under the supposition that this attempt 
at double jurisdiction would soon bring about a 
collision between British and American authorities. 
But “sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” Be- 
cause a foreign power has usurped jurisdiction over 
our country, this is no reason why we should “fear 
and tremble” in anticipation of any collision among 
the authorities. Butif this collision does ensue, it 
will only show the more urgent necessity of abro- 
gating that article, which has been so often end so 
fruitlessly attempted. 

But the abrogation has always been hindered by 
by some negotiation. And when, sir, will there not 
be, judging the future by the past, some negotiation 
pending on this matter? Never, so long as things 
remain in their present condition—whilst England 
has everything and we nothing—so long as British 
laws and British arms rule the country. He looked 
at this negotiation as all tantalization—something 
that never is, but always is to be; mere British le- 
gerdemain to swindle us out of the country. He was 
for the abrogation of that article now, snd choudl be 
ready to vote for it at any time, whether before or 
after the passage of this bill. The sooner we do it 
the better for our interest and our honor. 

But it is argued that England would consider a 
notice of this abrogation—would consider a compli- 
ance with the provisions of one of our treaties— 
equivalent to a declaration of war. If she would 
consider it so now, when would she consider it any 
less? Would it be when there was no negotiation 


nding or in contemplation? When is this to be? 
He predicted neyer, until we boldly asserted ous 
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rights and gave the notice. Others say war will 
certainly grow outof it, and we are in no prepara- 
tion for it. But are we not as well prepared as 
Great Britain, who has everything to lose and noth- 
ing to gain? War with us would but be a signal 
for the loss of Canada. The star-spangled banner 
would wave in triumph over Abraham’s heights, 


and shouts of victory ring over the graves of Wolf 


and Montgomery. ‘There would be no s opping to 
organize armies on this side; but, at the first signal 
of war, our indignant citizens would pour upon 
Canada from Maine to Michigan, and overrun the 
country like atornado. ‘The Canadians themselves, 
haif ripe for a revolt, would welcome us the moment 
they would feel safe in so doing. And Great Brit- 
ain knows this. 
hypocrites wants Oregon, she would not fo to war 
with us for it. She knows us too well. She knows 
the soreness of feeling along our whole frontier, en- 
gendered during the late Canadian troubles, the 
burning of the Caroline, the murder of Durfee, and 
the capture of Grogan. From some nations she 
would take it at all hazards. In the 
her humanity, she could find some excuse for taking it 
from a weak nation. Under pretence of chiristianizing 
the world, she is robbing every feeble nation of its 
territory. Whilstipretending to convert the Chinese, 
she makes a market for her opium; whilst profess- 
ing to desire the abolition of slavery, she but steals 
our southern slaves to use in Canada to bind still 
ughter the manacles of her white subject Under 
the guise of philanthropy she strives to enslave the 


oste 


world. This nation will endeavorto rob us of Ore- 
gon, but not by war. Diplomacy ts her game. She 
who had the impudence to demand the joint naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi with us—that we should re- 
cognise the Indians as independent powers—and 
that we acknowledge her right to search our ves- 
sels,—will not hesitate to demand anything, how- 


ever unjust, whenever her avarice or ambition 
prompts her. She claims the whole of Oregon; but 
only demands all north of the Columbia, providing 
she can have the joint navigation of that river with 
us. If she ought to have any, she ought to have the 


whole. Her ttle to the whole territory is as good 
as it is to one single inch between 42 deerees and 54 
degrees 40 minutes. She is willing, however, as a 
matter of compromise, to five us a small territory yin 
the angle of Fuca’s strait and the Pacific coast. 
Indeed, when worst comes to worst, [think she will 


compromise éve rythn er fora joint possession of the 
Columbia river and the straits of Fuca. She who, 
in her designs to monopolize the commerce of the 
world, and to dictate terms to every nation, knows 
how to value St. Helena, Malta, and Gibraltar. also 
knows the value of the only river of commercial im- 
portance emptying into the Pacifie north of Cape 


Horn. Great Britain got the Indias by settine 
out with two small trading posts alone. 
Give her these two points, ar dd the cross 


of St. George would float in triumph over every island 
in the Pacific. It is not so much a few acres of land 
that Great Britain wants, as it is a monopoly of the 
furs of the northwest, the pearls and ¢ Id of Pa- 
nama and Choco, minerals of Peru, hides of Cali- 
fornia, the whale fisheries, and, in fine, the whole 
trade of China, the Pacific islands, and the western 
shore of Mexico and Central America. Our pres- 
ent joint jurisdiction is satisfactory enough to Great 
Britain, because, in our indifference, it is the 
same as if it wasall in her hands; and, under it, our 
fur trade with Canton has been almost entirely cut 
off since 1818. ; 

We have lately made a treaty with the Chinese 
powers, and this isa matter of congratulation with 
all those who know anything of it. But how 
contingent would be its advantages (great as they 
are said to be) if Great Britain, now possessing the 
sovereignty of New Holland and Van Diemen’s 
Land, claiming that of the Sandwich Islands, and 
aiming at that of China, should get possession of 
the ports of Oregon! ‘The whole Pacific coast would 
soon be under tribute to ler. 


We are hearine much of annexation. and shall 
probably hear more of it. And, whilst) our 
nation is agitated from its centre to its extremities 
upon this subject, should it not teach us in 
tant lesson—to cede away no more An in: 


Supposing Mr. Mr. Clay’s proposition had been ac- 
cepted, and we had ceded away to Great Britain 
all of our Oregon territory north of 49°, would he 
not be under the same obligation to reannex it that 
we areto reannex Texas? And would the Amer- 
ican settlers there ever rest contented until they 


were placed back under their original rights and jaris- 
-- . 


No, no; much as this nation of 


ntation of 
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diction? Those who know American patriotism 
can best judge of this matter. And, whilst we have 
so much to say about the importance of oar obtain- 
ing full command of the Gulf of Mexico, should we 
not be alarmed at the prospect of our losing all our 
possessions on the Pacific? He was for Texas, but 
he was for Oregon too. He was for extending the 
area of freedom, and he believed now was the 
“golden hour.” His colleague (Mr. enn) 
had told the House that he was for an ocean-boun 
republic, He agreed with him. But his colleague 
did not present the contrast. Weare for an ocean- 
bound, instead of a British-bound republic. 

Mr. W. said, many of this body would live to 
hear the sound from the Speaker’s chair, ‘the gen- 
tleman from Texas.” He wanted them also to hear 
“the gentleman from Oregon.” He would even go 
further, and have “the gentleman from Nova Scotia,” 
“the gentleman-from Canada,” “the gentleman from 
Cuba,” “the gentleman from Mexico,”’ ay, even 
“the gentleman from Patagonia.” He did not be- 
lieve the God of Heaven, when He crowned the 
American arms with success, designed that the ori- 
ginal States should be the only abode of liberty on 
earth. On the contrary, he only designed them as 
the great centre from which civilization, religion, 
and liberty should radiate and radiate until the 
whole continent should bask in their blessings. 

Great Britain is satisfied with things as they are 
in Oregon. She is doing well under the treaty of 
joint occupation; and if she keeps on her present 
progress, and we in ours, (if that can be called 
progress which goes backwards,) in less than ten 
years she will have manned a fort at every prom- 
inent point, and we shall not have men enough ac- 
knowledging our allegiance to hold the offices; 
which certainly would be an anomaly. Hence he 
was for giving the notice, and letting Great Britain 
understand, in the language of President Monroe, 
that “the American continents are not henceforth to 
he considered as subjects for colonization for any 
European power.” 

There are those, however, who contend that the 
riving this notice must be attended with a vast ex- 
pense, since we must prepare to take possession 
forcibly if we cannot get it peaceably. We must 
transport troops and the munitions of war around 
Cape Horn, or over the Rocky mountains. They 
prefer to wait, and contend that soon there will be 
American setters enough there to defend the coun- 
try. Under this view of the case, what objection 
can there be to this bill, which proposes todo ex- 
actly by American citizens as Great Britain is 
already doing by hers under the treaty of joint occu- 
pation, viz: to encourage people to go there and to 
protect them after they are there. 

The least that men can do who believe in our title 
in Oregon is to protect our settlers from the Indians 
on their route, so that our settlements may, if possi- 
ble, keep pace with those of Great Britain, and 
have a real instead of a nominal joint occupation. 
‘There are thousands upon thousands willing to run 
their risks in Oregon if government will only secure 
them a safe passage beyond the South Pass, the 
‘Thermopyle of the West. He understood there 
were a thousand emigrants already enrolled to set 
out from Independence (Mo.) in the spring. He 
read what Lt. Fremont said of Fort Laramie, which 
is 320 miles from the Pass, and 520 from the junc- 
tion of the Platte and the Missouri. 

‘If it is incontemplation to keep open the communica- 
tions with Oregon ‘Territory, a show of military force in 
this country is absolutely necessary, and a combination of 
advantages renders the neighborhood of Fort Laramie the 
most suitable place, on the line of the Platte, for the estab- 
lishment of a military post. It is connected with the mouth 
of the Platte and the Upper Missouri by excellent roads, 
which are in frequent use, and would not in any way inter- 
fere with the range of the buffalo, on which the neighbor- 
ing Indians mainly depend for support. It would render 
any posts on the Lower Platte unnecessary; the ordinary 
communication between it and the Missouri being sufficient 
to control the intermediate Indians. It would operate effectu- 
ally to prevent any such coalitions as are now formed 
among the Gros Ventres, Sioux, Cheyenne, and other 
Indians, and would keep the Oregon road through the val- 
ley of the Sweet Water and the South Pass of the moun- 
tains constantly open. Aglance at the map which accom- 
panies this report, will show that it lies at the foot of a bro- 
ken and mountainous region, along which, by the estab- 
lishment of small posts, in the neighborhood of St. Vrain’s 
tort, on the south fork of the Platte, and Bent’s fort, on the 
Arkansas, a line of communication would be formed, by 

ood wagon roads, with our southern military posts, ohish 
would entirely command the mountain passes, hold some of 
the most troublesome tribes in check, and protect and facil- 
itate our intercourse with the neighboring Spanish settle- 
ments. The valleys of the rivers on whic): they would be 
situated are fertile; the country, which supports immense 
herds of buffalo, is admirably adapted to grazing, and herds 
of catthe might be maintained by the posts, or obtained 


from the Spanish country, which already suppli : 
of their eeevisions to the trading posts ioe er 

Now the British have wormed themselves so fa, 
into the heart of the ae country as to have a 
fort within 250 miles of this pass, called Fort Hajj 
Who knows how long it will be before they wilj 
claim the pass itself, as the circle of British en. 
croachments is continuall ee And when 
once there, in command of this little gap of 120 feet 
blocking up what nature designed as the central 
highway of the world, who can predict the vast 
amount of blood and treasure that it will take to dis. 
lodge her? Beyond Fort Hall, at a suitable dis. 
tance, is Fort Nez Perces, then Fort Vancouver 
and then Fort George, making a chain of four forts 
in a line from the pass to the Columbia, to say noth- 
ing of others, ostensibly manned to protect British 
traders and emigrants from the Indians. But, in 
case of a sudden outbreak, what would be the effect 
of these military establishments? 

Again: in going to the pass, our settlers must en- 
counter many tribes of Indians, such as the Paw- 
nees, the Sioux, the Crows, Black Foot, Flatheads, 
&c., all within the reach of annuities; and it is well 
known that the British and Indians are always al- 
lies. They may be now at peace with the United 
States; but their thievish and brutal propensities, 
and their treachery, are well known. If our gov- 
ernment had a fort to protect them on their pany 
from the Indians, and, after their arrival, had two or 
three forts to protect them from the encroachments 
of the British and the Indians, their lot would stil] 
be hard enough. Twenty-five hundred miles is no 
easy journey, to say nothing of the time lost in 
waiting at Independence, Missouri, until a sufficient 
number has collected to make up a safe caravan, to 
undertake so hazardous a task, and overawe the In- 
dians. Only think of it: men, women, and chil- 
dren, forsaking their homes, bidding farewell to all 
the endearments of society, and setting out ona 
journey of over two thousand miles, upon a route 
where they have to make their own roads, construct 
their own bridges, hew out their own boats, and 
kill their own meat; where twenty miles is an aver- 
age day’s travel, exposed to every variety of weath- 
er, and the naked earth their only resting-place! In 
sickness they have no physician; in death there is 
no one to perform the last sad offices. Their bodies 
are buried by the wayside, to be exhumed and de- 
filed by the Indians, or devoured by the wolves. 
But yet there are dauntless spirits who will brave 
all this, and government ought to encourage them. 

He knew there were those who say that these 
emigrants go to Oregon in view of all these conse- 
quences, and they need not go unless at their own 
option; there is no compulsory process served 
upon them. True, sir; and there is no obligation 
on the part of our merchants to send their goods to 
sea. They know the dangers of the coast, and the 
dangers of the storm; but yet, sir, we are continu- 
ally constructing buoys, beacons, light-houses and 
harbors, for their protection. True, sir, and there 
is no compulsory process to force the sailor ona 
voyage to sea. He knows there are pirates, and 
runs his own risk; but yet we have our ships of 
war in every direction for his benefit. 

There is an extent of country beyond the Rocky 
mountains 850 miles long and 550 miles wide, cov- 
ering 500,000 square miles, or 300,000,000 of acres. 
Persons from personal observation report that for 
picturesque beauty, exuberant fertility, and salubri- 
ty of climate, no region of earth of equal extent sur- 
passes the vales and table lands of Oregon. There 
the cattle graze all winter; and it must eventually 
be a very important country for its trade in hides, 
beef, tallow, &c. Pine and fir trees on the Colum- 
bia grow to the enormous size of forty to fifty 
feet in circumference, and three hundred to three 
hundred and fifty feet in height—it being sometimes 
one hundred and fifty feet to the branches. Al- 
though rather bad for corn, (not worse, however, 
than many parts of New Hampshire and Vermont,) 
yet it is well calculated for wheat, barley, oats, 
peas, apples, potatoes, and all roots cultivated in 
the United States. So much for its intrinsic value. 
Of its commercial importance he had already spo- 
ken. There is danger of our losing this coun- 
try. We have only a nominal possession now; 
but yet there are American citizens willing to go 
there, and go, too, with a determination to own no 
allegiance but that of this country. Shall we se- 
cure them American rights when treading American 
soil? Shall we deny them our laws—ay, sir, our 
“F, Our action on this bill will say. ite 

ere are those who, on all questions of policy in 
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elation to the new States or Territories, are actuated 
by the narrowly-contracted notion that whatever 
benefits them tends so much to depopulate the old 
States. Is this so? Has either the emigration ot 
our fathers, or the emigration of the present day, 
injured in the least either France, Germany, Eng- 
jand, Scotland, or Ireland? It has yet to appear. 
You may turn the tide of emigration, but you can- 
not stop it. If the adventurous frontiersman cannot 
to Oregon, he will go somewhere else; he will not 
F crowded; he will not allow his game to be fright- 
ened by the crack of his neighbor’s rifle, nor the bark 
of his dog. He hada friend who lived in Ohio, 
aa long ago as it was on the extreme frontier. He 
had been moving and moving away from the inroads 
of society until he had reached the banks of the 
Mississippi, and he was then about to move again. 
He asked him his reason. He said it was the dyin 
advice of his father ‘‘to keep twenty miles beyon 
law and calomel; and a doctor and a lawyer were 
within fifteen miles, and he thought it time to go.” 
Another of these adventurers said, no gentleman 
would live in a community after his wife could not 
invite every person within five miles for fear her 
log cabin would not contain them. There is a class 
of men who will be continually on the outskirts of 
civilized society. It is in vain for us to seek the 
reason. As well may we ask why the water-fowl, 
hatched on land away from its species, will reach 
itselement or die. We may as well call it instinct, 
and let itgo. Aside from the eccentric characters 
above alluded to, the young men from the old States 
are continually seeking out new fields for the de- 
velopment of their talents. Their industry and en- 
terprise make them explore ae art of the world. 
In many parts it is considered discreditable for a 
young man to settle down under the nose of his 
parents, as showing a lack of manly perseverance; 
and, with some, the further off they get the prouder 
they themselves feel, and the prouder their parents 
feel for them. Some years ago, in almost the last 
place in New Hampshire, where snow capped the 
circumambient mountains the year round, and 
where the chief product was granite, (and that was 
so plenty it cant not be given away,) he ——— 
the same desk in acountry school-house with a 
couple of young lads whose mothers had taken oc- 
casion to slur him for a want of enterprise in not 
having gone further than Illinois. In looking up 
these lads, he found one taking an active part in a 
meeting got up in the Wallamette settlement in Ore- 
gon, to petition Congress for the passage of some 
such bill as that now before us. The other is settled 
in Mexico, and is taking an active part in the revo- 
lution against Santa Anna. Sir, we cannot stop the 
reving spirit of our young men, nor should we if we 
could. They will not settle down, and especially 
those from a Yankee stock, until they have first 
looked around; and he wished them, and in- 
vited them, to take a look at Oregon (as the 
merchants have it) before they purchase else- 
where. And he wanted the government to 
guaranty to them that they should not lose their 
lives nor their scalps in getting there, and should 
not be claimed as British subjects. But he ought 
here to allude to another class of our western pio- 
neers. He alluded to the religious missionaries, 
whoare always ahead, paving the way for civiliza- 
tion, overcoming the prejudices of the savage, and 
instilling into his bosom the principles of christiani- 
ty. o has ever moved so far beyond the reach 
of organized governments that he has _ not found a 
Methodist minister preceding him? He was wil- 
ling that the oldest settlers of Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Texas, California, or Oregon should answer this 
question. Indeed, the first, and now the most im- 
portant settlement in Oregon, that on the Walla- 
mette, originated with a colony of Methodists from 
Boston. He wasnot denying to other denomina- 
tions due credit in speeding the march of civilization. 
They had each and every one done good service. 
But he spoke of the Methodist, because we are sure 
to find him threading the wilderness in advance 
of all settlements, whether we do others or not. 
Sir, the tide of emigration has set strongly towards 
Oregon. Though the route is a perilous one; though, 
from exposure to every inclemency of the weather, 
they are liable to every disease, yet emigrants are 
continually wending their way to Independence, and 
tarrying until enough for an emigrating party comes 
up. It cannot be possible that these thousands of 
= ee our own soil are to we em to 
merciless savage, or given up to the British gov- 
ernment as adopted British cftisens. Never Sill 
there be a more propitious time for our action than 









the present. Each hour’s delay strenghtens the Bri- 
tish power, and weakens ours, if we can be said to 
have any there. Now, then, is the time for action— 
now the time to pass this bill. War there will be 
none; Lord Brougham thinks it better to cede’ awa 

whole territories rather than provoke a war with 
America. What Great Britain cannot get from 
us by negotiation, she will not undertake by 
war. In all her negotiations with the United 
States she been remarkably successful. In 
war, the case has been reversed. A _ bill of 
this kind will show to her that we appreciate 
the value of Oregon, and that we are determined 
to protect our settlers there. If we, then, rescind 
the article of joint occupancy, it will convince her 
that we mean to enforce our claim. She will then 
be a little more modest in her negotiation, and the 
matter be amicably adjusted, if thus adjusted it ever 
can be. We want no more child’s play about this 
matter. The period has arrived when our rights 
should either be enforced or abandoned. Abandon- 
ed? No, never, whilst our bosoms are fired by the 
least spark of patriotism. When we consent to let 
any more of our territory go to Great Britain, let 
us consent to haveall go. We want no more com- 
promises of American soil—no more dismember- 
ments of our country. The spirit of philanthropy 
tells us to enlarge, but not to diminish, in the least, 
the area of freedom. Oregon being all ours, now is 
the golden hour for possessing it. And, whilst we 
are struggling to possess what our fathers wrong- 
fully ceded away in 1819, now that we see that the 
Briarian arms of England are extended to possess 
all of Oregon, our action ought to be so Toalaies 
that our posterity cannot hereafter rise up and say 
that we oa Oregon by our indifference and neg- 
lect. 

Mr. HOLMES observed that ail he had to say 
was, that he was willing, he was anxious to vote for 
Oregon. As at present advised, he could not see 
our title to Oregon beyond the 49th degree of north 
latitude. He was informed by a gentleman of the 
Senate, [Mr. Bucnanan,] by the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House, [Mr. 
C. J. Incersoit,| and by several other gentlemen 
who had been fortunate enough to get an inspection 
of Mr. Greenhow’s book, that all doubts respecting 
our claim from 49 degrees to 54 degrees 40 minutes 
were cleared up. If the friends of Oregon were 
really anxious that they should vote for this territo- 
ry, they must give them light on the subject. He 
asked gentleme:) when a vast—almost an unlim- 
ited—territory was concerned, the occupation of 
which under this bill must cost millions of expendi- 
ture, whether they would stop to quibble about 
$3,000 of books to give them information? They 
were entering on one of the nicest questions that 
had ever involved this country; they were going 
from 49 degrees te 54 degrees—up to Nootka sound 
itself. They were venturing on an experiment 
which would involve perhaps a direct collision with 
the British power, which already had twenty forts 
in possession there. And he said at once, if it is 
ours let us have it at whatever consequences. Did 
it not become the representatives of the people, 
when they were about carrying out their high be- 
hests, and involving all the interests of the country 
in this great conflict, to diffuse these books and the 
information they contained to every library and to 
every mind? Or should they stop here for the petty 
sum of $3,000 when a kingdom was involved? 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Simons to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved to amend 
the amendment by substituting for the bill a propo- 
sition directing the sergeant-at-arms to purchase for 
each member of the House one copy of this work, 
to be paid from their respective per diem compensa- 
tions; which was rejected without a division. 

Mr. PATERSON moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to reduce the number of copies to be 
procured from 1500 to 500, and specifying the mode 
of their distribution. 

Mr. THOMASSON approved of this proposi- 
tion, and hoped it would be adopted in lieu of Mr. 
DromMGoo_e’s. 

Mr. PATERSON briefly explained, and advocated 
his amendment to the amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
to the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on Mr. Dromcoore’s 
amendment, (which limits the purchase to 100 cop- 
ies,) was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The Clerk then resumed the reading of the bill, 


The second and third sections having been read, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved an amendment to 
strike out the provision for the distribution of one 
copy to each member of the present Congress; 
which amendment was rejected—ayes 39, noes 81. 

One or two verbal amendments were made at the 
motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT FOR OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the bill to 
organize a territorial government over Oregon Ter- 
ritory, and for other purposes, was taken up. — 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB moved to dispense with its general 
reading, and that it be read immediately by sec- 
tions. 

Mr. HAMMETT moved that the committee rise, 
for the purpose of passing the bill for the purchase 
of Mr. Greenhow’s work. They wanted the 
books (he said) at the earliest moment. They 
could pass the bill in five minutes, and then they 
could return into committee on the Oregon bill. 

The question was taken, and, being decided in the 
affirmative, 

The committee rose and reported the above named 
bill to the House. 

Mr. DOUGLASS then rose and observed that, as 
it was important to pass this bill without delay, he 
would move the previous question. 

The question being put on the second to the pre- 
vious question, it was carried. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and the question being taken, it was deci- 
ded in the negative—yeas 84, nays 94, as foilows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, Bel 
ser, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, Black- 
well, Bower, Boyd, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, A. V. Brown, M. 
Brown, Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, Coles, Cuilom, 
Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
J. W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, 
Elmer, Ficklin, French, Goggin, b. Green, Grider, Haral- 
son, Hays, Herrick, Houston, Hubard, James B. Hunt, Cave 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Lyon, McCauslen, 
McClelland, McClernand, MeConnell, Mec Dowell, Mess 


Josepa Morris, Owen, Peyton, Pollock, Purdy, Rath 
bun, David §. Reid, Reding, Ritter, Russell, Senter, 
Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 


Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, Tibbatts, Tucker, Vanmeter, 
Weller, Wheaton, Benjamin White, Woodward, Joseph A 
Wright, and Yost—84. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Bayly, F. J. Black, Bow 
lin, Brodhead, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Carroll, Cathn, Cau 
sin, A. A. Chapman, Chappell, Chilton, Cobb, Collamer, 
Cross, Dellet, Dickey, Douglass, Ellis, Farlee, Fish, Flo 
rence, Foot, Fester, Fuller, Giddings, Grinnell, Hale, EF. 8 
Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Holmes, Hoge, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Perley B. Johason, John P. 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, Maclay, Mellvaine, Marsh, kdward J. Morris, 
Freeman H. Morse, Isaac hk. Morse, Moseley, Murphy. 
Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Paterson, Payne, Pheenix, 
Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Rhett, Roberts, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Sever- 
ance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Strong, Summers, Sykes, Taylor, 
Thomasson, Thompson, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Winthrop, William Wright, and Yancey—94. 


The main question being first on agreeing to the 
amendments made in Committee of the Whole, was 
ordered, and being taken, was decided in the affirm- 
tive; and, second, 

The question was put on the engrossment of the 
bill for a third reading, and also decided in the 
affirmative. 

The question arising on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. JAMESON called for the previous question; 
which was seconded, and the main question, which 
was on the passage of the bill, ordered; when 

Mr. McDOWELL called for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, the question was taken, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 79, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Bayly, F. J. Black, 
Brodhead, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Carpenter, Shepherd 
Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Augustus A. Chapman, Chap- 
pell, Chilton, Cobb, Collamer, Cranston, Crose,G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dellet, Dickey, Douglass, Dunlap, Ellis, Ferlee, 
Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, Fuller, Giddings, Goggin, Hale, 
Edward 8. Hamlin, Hammett, Hardin, rper, Healey, 
Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hudson, Washington Hunt, C. 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Danijel P. 
King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Mc- 
Clernand, Melilvaine, Marsh, Edward Joy Morris, Free- 
man H.Morse, Isaac E. Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Newton, 
Norris, Parmenter, Payne, Phenix, Elishe R. emery 
D. Potter, Ramsay, Rhett, Roberts, Rockwell, Rodney, 

ers, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Severance, Thomas 
H. Seymour, Albert Smith,John T. Smith, Stephens, Alfred 
P. Stone, Strong, Summers, Sykes, Taylor, Thomasson, 
Thompson, {Tijden, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wenj- 
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worth, Wethered, John White, Benjamin White, Winthrop, 
William Wright, and Yensey—i00.” . 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, James A Black, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Caldwell, Reuben Chap- 
man, Coles, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Richard 
Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dromgogle, Duncan, Elmer, Ficklin, 
French, Byram Green, Grider, Haralson, Hays, Houston, 
Huberd, J. B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, Perley B Johnson, An- 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones, A. Kennedy, Preston King, 
Labranche, Lyon, McCauslen, McClelland, McKay, Joneph 
Morris, Owen, Paterson, Peyton, Pollock, Purdy, Rathbun, 
David $. Reid, Reding, Ritter, Robinson, Russell, Senter, 
Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, (aleb B. Smith, 
Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Tibbetts, Tucker, 
Weller, Wheaton, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost 
—79. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. A. V. BROWN then moved thatthe rules 
be suspended, that the House might resolve itself 
into committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Winturop 
and Srewaut of Connecticut were appointed; and 
they reported 74 in the affirmative, and 52 in the 
negative. 

Sothe House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Wetter in the chair,) and took 
up the nee bill. 

Mr. A. ¥. BROWN said (the first section being 
the pending question) that he had an amendment 
to propose. He moved to strike out the word 
“nine,” so as to make the boundary 54 degrees 
40 minutes, instead of 54 degrees 49 minutes. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said, before the question 
was put on that amendment he desired to inquire 
from the chairman of the committee whohad re- 
ported this bill upon what ground he made such a 
motion; and also by what authority he fixed upon 
54 degrees 40 minutea. He wished also to take this 
opportunity to say that he desired this bill postponed 
for a few days. They had just passed a joint reso- 
lution to purchase the history of the country 
in dispute, and he hoped they would be able 
to procure those books, and have an opportuni- 
ity to become acquainted with their contents, 
so that they might ascertain whether 54 de- 
grees and 49 minutes, 54 degrees 40 minutes, or 
even a more distant boundary, was “not the cor- 
rectone. He was satisfied this was not a question 
to be treated lightly. He believed the time had 
come for action on this subject. He believed the 
time had come when they should give notice to 
Great Britain for the termination of the joint occu- 
pation. He however wished to see this book, 
which they had ordered, to ascertain if it threw any 
additional light on the subject, He was satisfied of 
our title to a portion of the territory of the Ore- 
gon under the Florida treaty with Spain,and in 
respect to the rest he was open to conviction. And 
with that view, he desired to see the book of Mr. 
Greenhow. He should also be glad if the chair- 
man of the committee, from which this bill 
came, or some other gentleman, would sub- 
mit a resolution calling upon the President 
of the United States to inform the House 
what communication on this subject had taken place 
between this government and that of Great Britain. 
At the last session he was not prepared to act upon 
this subject at all. He was not then prepared to 
agree to a termination of the joint occupancy of 
that territory; but he was ready now to do so, and 
he was satisfied that this subject should now be set- 
tled. He did not know in what state the negotia- 
tion now was. They were informed at the last ses- 
sion that the negotiation was ia train of settlement. 
But five or six months had since passed, and the nego- 
tiating parties had had ample time to come to some un- 
derstanding. Without aknowledge of the state of the 
negotiation, and the history which the House had 
now ordered, this committee could not act satisfac- 
torily. They knew that Great Britain had disputed 
our title to every part of the territory. Gentlemen 
had spoken of our indisputable title to the Oregon; but 
there was a great difference between “indisputable” 
and “undisputed,” when the question was one of 
boundary. Great Britain had a government, and 
great guns to sustain her right, and it became 
them to act coolly, and not pass a resolution calling 
for information, and then act before they could pro- 
eure the information. He also desired to see why 
the chairman of the committee now pengeset to 
give up nine miles of that territory to which, ac- 
cording to some gentlemen, our title was indisputa- 
ble. They had often said they would not give up 
an inch of the territory; but here the chairman of the 
committee proposed to give up nine miles, He 
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made these observations that he might obtain the 
answer of the chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
fories. And he again suggested to the committee 
the expediency of pausing until they got this “gos- 
pel” of their title (laughter) which they had or- 
dered, and until they could have an opportunity to 
look over it, and see both sides of the question. 

He was, as much as any member of this House, 
for bringing this issue to a point. But then he did 
not wish to enter upon the discussion of this matter 
before the world until we could show that we had 
the best of the argument. He wished to have the 
reasons given to the world for our taking possession 
of seven degrees of latitude, and perhaps more; and 
whenever we took it, too, he hoped we should have 
it defined geographically, defined politically, and, 
more than all the rest, defined morally; and then if 
we came to a question with Great Britain, he should 
may “Come on, Macduff!” [Laughter.]} 

r. A. V. BROWN said, in reply to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, why he had made the 
motion the strike out the word “nine,” he would 
state that, at the last session, when the Committee 
on Territories reported this bill, it was reported cor- 
rectly; but by some mistake in copying, or other- 
wise, 49 minutes was inserted instead of 40. 
Where did the committee get the 54 degrees 40 
minutes from? he supposed was the question sub- 
stantially which the gentleman intended to ask. He 
read from the report of the Committee on Territories 
of last session, honsian that that parallel was taken 
from the treaty between the United States and Rus- 
sia of April, 1824. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts seemed 
anxious that this subject should lie over. Mr. B. 
had called it up this morning because of its import- 
ance to the whole country, and because he had giv- 
en assurance that he would move it immediately af- 
ter the settlement of the great Texas question. Thus 
he had called it up; he had no design however to 
press it with a precipitancy unbecoming the magni- 
nitude of the question. 

So far as related to the American title to the 
country, to the full extent of the limits proposed by 
the bill, as reported by the committee, he knew of 
no public man in the United States who did doubt 
the title of the United States to the full extent of 
54° 40’. But the Committee on Territories, when 
they proposed to extend our laws to the whole ex- 
tent of that country, did not imagine that they were 
interfering in the slightest degree with the negotia- 
tion now in progress upon the subject; and the 
committee believed that the United States was as- 
serting only the same jurisdiction over that entire 
country that Great Britain was now exercising. It 
was well understood that the laws of the United 
States now extended over that whole territory. 
Why, then, might not we do what they proposed? 
Our people had gone to that country, to which few, 
if any, entertained the slightest doubt of our title; 
and being there, they stood every day in need of our 
legislation. Great Britain had her magistrates there; 
she had sent thither her code of laws, her judicial 
tribunals; she had fortifications studded all over 
that country; and what was there in existing trea- 
ties which forbade our doing the same thing? Should 
we lag behind—ay, should we longer lag behind on 
this great question? We did not propose to do 
more than she had done, but to do as much; and he 
trusted that this House would never hesitate to do 
it, which they might do without violating any ex- 
isting stipulations between the two countries. 

He had never believed that, under the treaty of 
1818, or of 1827, Great Britain, or any of her sub- 
jects, ever held joint possession or occupancy of 
that territory with the United States. The Com- 
mittee on Territories entertained the opinion that 
we had had, at least since 1812, exclusive right of 
possession; and Great Britain had never divided that 
right with the United States at all. The stipulation 
of the treaty was only that they should have the 
privilege of entering through the bays and harbors 
of that country into Oregon, for the purpose of car- 
rying on their trade, for purposes of hunting and fish- 
ing, &c.; but while they had _ this privilege it never 
was intended by the stipulations of our treaty that 
they should come in and claim undivided pessession 
of the territory. However that might be, if they 
claimed joint possession with the United States, and 
had extended their laws there, was there any reason 
why the United States might not do the same thing? 
There might be collisions, to be sure, in joint occu- 
pation; and when they arose, they must be provided 
for; but the question of the ee collision 
was not one which addressed itself to thig House at 


all. That was a question for the consideration of 
the executive, whether he should give the Notice 
contemplated by the convention of 1827. Now 

the Committee on Territories believed, when they 
reported this bill, that they were acting strictly and 
exclusively within the legislative powers of Con. 
gress; that they were leaving the execytive to act 
when and how it pleased with regard to giving this 
notice to terminate what was usually called the 
joint possession of this country. That was a ques. 
tion with which they did not intend to interfere. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts had stated that 
he had no doubt as to the ownership by the Uniteq 
States of that country from 42 to 49 degrees. Well 
over so much of the territory it would be right to 
extend our laws and our institutions; and the com. 
mittee believed our title was good from 49 deg. to 
54 deg. 40 min., and they proposed to extend our 
jurisdiction over the whole country. 

Suppose, now, this jurisdiction progressed and 
terminated by the loss of that portion of the coun. 
try, (which he ar — for the sake of the ar- 
gument, and which he had no idea would be the 
case,) why, to that extent the treaty stipulations be- 
tween the two countries would curtail our legisla. 
tion, and would leave our resolutions in full force, 
and our laws in full operation over the whole tsrri- 
tory south of the line ultimately agreed on by this 
negotiation. So, that in no possible point of view, 
could he imagine any reason why this House should 
not go as faras they were called on to go by the 
Committee on Territories. Let the negotiation ter- 
minate as it might, there must be a large portion of 
the territory to which Great Britain, although she 
had claims, had yet no just claims; and over that 
territory our legislation was to be extended. 


But inasmuch as Great Britain, as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had said, exercised jurisdiction 
as far as 42°, could we not as well exercise jurisdic- 
tion up to 54° 40’, with as much propriety; leaving 
all questions with regard to settlement of boundary 
to the negotiation, as now progressing, and leaving 
this House and the other branch of Congress to 
establish a territorial government in that country, 
subject to whatever was the result of the negotia- 
tion? 

In this view the bill was reported; and he desired, 
in order that every gentleman should be fully ap- 
prised of the grounds on which the bill was present- 
ed to the House, that a few pages of the report oflast 
session accompanying the bill should be read. 

They were read by the Clerk accordingly, as fol- 
lows: 


In presenting this bill thus modified, and recommending 
its passage, it isa source of satisfactionto the committee 
to know that it isin precise accordance with the avowed 
opinions not only of the present, but of several preceding 
Presidents of the United States. As far back as December, 
1824, Mr. Monroe, in his annual message to the two Houses 
of Congress, strongly recommended the propriety ofestab- 
lishing a military post at the mouth of the Columbia river, 
or at some other point within our acknowledged limits. 
This he did, not only as a protection to our then increasin, 
commerce, and to our fisheries, but as a protection toa 
our interests in that quarter, and as a means of conciliating 
the various tribes of Indians throughout our northwestern 

ssessions. He further added, “that it was thought, also, 
~ the establishment of such a post, the intercourse be- 
tween our western States and Territories and the Pacific, 
and our trade with the tribes residing in the interior, on 
each side of the Recky mountains, would be essentially 
promoted. Mr. Adams, in his message tothe next suc- 
ceeding Congress, follows up this suggestion of Mr. Mon- 
roe, and recommends not only the establishment of a mili- 
tary post at or near the mouthof the Columbia, but the 
equipment of a pubile ship for the exploration ofthe whole 
northwestern coast ofthis continent. If these recommenda- 
tions ure limited to the protection of our commerce 
and fisheries, to the trade with intermediate Indian 
tribes, and to the promotion of our intercourse with the 
Pacific, it must have been only because at that time we had 
no fixed population there, looking to the permanent settle- 
ment of the country for agricultural purposes. Since 1824 
and 1825, however, we have advanced far beyond the then 
necessities of our people, and are now called upon to give 
the protection of our laws and the benefit of our free institu- 
tions to those who have made it their permanent abode, and 
whose purposes are to bring into cultivation that vast por- 
tion of our empire. 

The President of the United States, in his annual message 
at the commencement of the present session, presented 
thesefaltered circumstances in’the condition of that country 
to the attention of Congress, and with much cogency rec- 
ommended the very measure which the committee have re- 
ported. He says; ‘Inthe mean time, it is proper to remark, 
that many of ourcitizens are either already established in 
the Territery, or are on their way thither, for the purpose 
of aening permanent settlements, while others are prepar- 
ing to follow; and, in view of these facts, I must repeat the 
recommendations contained in previous messages, for the 
establisnment of military posts at such places on the line of 
travel, as will furnish security and protection to our hardy 
adventurers against hostile tribes of Indians inhabiting 
those extensive regions. Our laws should also follow them, 
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aire. Under the influence of our free system of govern- 
ment, new republics are destined to spring up, at no distant 
day, on the shores of the Pacific, similar in policy and in 

‘ag to those existing on this side of the Rocky moun- 
tains, and giving a wider and more extensive spread to the 

rinciples of civil and religious liberty.” 

Prin the hill which we have reported, it will be found that 
we have responded not only to the opinionsof Mr. Monroe 
and Mr. Adams in relation to the establishment of military 
put we have adopted the just and proper sentiments 
of the resent executive in reference to the increased settle- 
ment of our population in that distant region. Our people 
have gone to Oregon, and we are only sending our laws 
afterthem. It might be greater precision, however, to say 
that our laws had preceded them; that they had been always 
there, coeval with our rightsto the country; and that we 
are now only proposing to give them activity and force by 
overnment organization. In doing so, we introduce no 
new policy into the action of the federal government. 
Atthe time of the establishment of our national independ- 
ence, our population was confined to a comparatively nar- 
row slip of country bordering on the Atlantic. As fast, 
however, as our settlements extended into the West in suffi- 
cient numbers, new Territories were established. These, at 
first, were confined to the Mississippi river for their com- 
mon western boundary. After the acquisition of Louisiana, 
the same wise and necessary policy has been pursued, ob- 
serving limits, in several cases, but little short of the Rocky 
mountains. Inthe rapid march of our empire-republic, the 
time has now arrived for the extension of the same policy 
beyond those mountains, recognising the shores of the 

Pacific as the only final terminus of our dominions. 

The propriety of this extension is dependent, of course, 
on the validity of the title of the United States to the territo- 
ry embraced in the bill. This question we were obliged to 
meet anterior to all action on the subject. Jn its investiga- 
tion we have looked into the most authentic histories of 
voyages and discoveries on the northwestern coast of 
America. We have consulted the opinions of our most dis- 
tinguished and best-informed public men, from Mr. Jetter- 
son down to the present time. We have carefully examin- 
edall the treaties among the several nations claiming to 
have an interest in the subject; not neglecting to profit hy 
the reports made by Mr. Baylies to the 19th, and Mr. Cush- 
ing to the 25th Congress, and by the several reports and 
speeches of the late lamented senator from Missouri, who 
had devoted so much of the labor of his great mind to the 
investigation of this subject. The result of all this investi- 
gation has been a thorough conviction that the United 
States has agood and indefeasible title, as against any for- 
eign power, to the country extending east and west from 
the Kocky mountains to the Pacific ocean; and north and 
south from the limits of Mexico, in latitude 42 degrees 
north, to those of Russia, in latitude 54 degrees 40 minutes 
north. 

The southern boundary was fixed by the treaty with 
Spain in 1819, commonly called the Florida treaty. By that 
treaty it is agreed that the boundary line between the pos- 
sessions of the two nations west of the Mississippi, after 
reaching the river Arkansas, shall be, “following the course 
of the southern bank ofthe Arkansas to its source in lati- 
tude 42 degrees; and thence by that parallel of latitude to 
the South sea.” In 1828 this line was confirmed by Mexico, 
as the successor of Spain, in a treaty of limits between her- 
self and the United States. The southern beundary is, then, 
fixed and certain. As to the northern one, it was settled at 
54 degrees and 40 minutes by a treaty between the United 
States and Russia, dated 17th April, 1824, by which it was 
agreed that there should not be formed by the citizens of 
the United States, or under the authority of the same, any 
establishment upon the northwest coast of America, nor in 
any of the islands adjacent, to the north of 54 degrees and 
40 minutes of north latitude; and, in like manner, none 
 Prigas or her subjects south of the same parallel of lati- 
tude. 

By virtue of these treaties, Russia on the north, Mexico 
ou the south, and the United States on the east, are all 
agreed and well satisfied as to the boundaries of the Oregon 
country. Great Britain alone asserts or pretends any title 
toit, or any part of it, adverse to that of the United States. 

Before we enter upon any examination of her title, we 
respectfully beg leave to submit our views on another ques- 
tion presented to our consideration. It is contended that 
the passage of the bill now reported would be inconsistent 
with the actual relations of the two governments defined 
by the convention of the 20th October, 1818. The 3d arti- 
cle is as follows: 

“Arr. 3. It is agreed that any country that may be claim- 
ed by either party on the northwest coast of America, west- 
ward of the Stony mountains, shall, tcy,ether with its har- 
bors, bays, and creeks, and the navigation of all rivers with- 
in the same, be free and open for the term of ten years from 
the date of the signature of the present convention, to the 
vessels, citizens,and subjects of the two powers. It bein 
well understood, that this agreement is not to he construe 
to the prejudice of any claim which either of the two high 
contracting parties may have to any part of said country; nor 
shall it be taken to affect the claim of any other power or 
Stateto any of said country: the only object of the 
high contracting parties, in that respect, being to prevent 
disputes und differences among themselves.” 

he provisions of this article were indefinitely extended 
hd the convention of !827—with, however, an agreement 
that it should be competent for either, at <7 time after the 
20th of October, 1628, on giving due notice of twelve months 
to the other contracting party, to annul and abrogate said 
convention. The first remark which the committee will 
submit on the provisions of the 3d article of the convention 
of 1818, is, that they do not refer to the possession of the ter- 
ritory at all. That possession had always been in the United 
States until the war of 1812. It was then lost by conquest; 
but it was fully restored by the treaty of peace, and the for- 
mal surrender of it to the United States under that treaty. 
It was only the right of entering into the country—into its 
beys and harbors—for the mere purposes of such trade and 
commerce as was then carried on in that region, that was 
secured to the subjects of Great Rritain. e same rights 
might have been extended to any of the ports, bays, and 
rivers of the Atlantic; but if extended in the precise words 


of the conyentiog of 1818, who would baye thought that 
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Great Britain would have been admitted to the joint eccu- 
pancy of Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, the Carolinas, 
and the other States of the Union! :. 

If the possession of the territory was. in the United States 
at the time of the convention of 1818—a fact which no one 
has ever attempted to deny—the provision of the 3d section 
can only be regarded asa permission to the subjects of 
Great Britain to participate with ours in the individual rights 
of trade and commerce enjoyed by our own citizens with- 
in the territory. The bill which is now reported does not 
eject them from the country at all. It does not deprive them 
of the privilege of entering into the country, its bays and 
rivers; not atall. But it even gnaranties a fuller and more 
perfect enjoyment of these individual rights, under an or- 
ganized and well-administered system of laws. From ex- 
treme caution, and to exhibit toward Great Britain the most 
scrupulous regard for all existing stipulations, which might 
be supposed to have an application to the subject, the bill 
proposes a speedy surrender of all British subjects who 
may be charged with any violations of our laws to the near- 
est British authorities having jurisdiction over such cases. 
The permission given to British subjects to participate with 
our own citizens in the enjoyment of personal or individual 
rights within the territory, never can be considered as cir- 
cumscribing the right of the United States to establish a 
proper government for the regulation of all persons inhabit- 
ing the country, of which she had the undisputed posses- 
sion. In this view, the provision fordelivering up British 
subjects to their nearest tribunals could not have been just- 
ly required; but the same has been conceded by the com- 
mittee, on the scrupulous principle just adverted to 

As tothe twelve months’ notice required to be given by 
the convention of 1827, the committee do not regard that as 
at all necessary, in order to open the way to such action as 
is contemplated by this bill. The committee do not know 
that, for the purpose of organizing such a government as is 
now contemplated, it is at all important to annul or abro- 
gate that convention. That country is large, and there is 
evidently room enough forthe subjects and citizens of both 
countries, in the exercise of all their enterprise in trade and 
commerce. All that will be required of them is to conform 
to the laws, and to respect the institutions, which we may 
establish. Doing this. we shall never envy the equal par- 
ticipation in the benefits and advantages to be derived from 
8 well organized system of government. Any possible in- 
conveniences arising from the continuance of the conven 
tion of 1827, not now anticipated by the committee, can, and 
doubtless will, be looked to by the executive, who can at 
any time abrogate the same, by giving the notice contem- 
plated init. The givingof that notice, being a matter of 
treaty stipulation, belongs, perhaps, exclusively to the ex- 
executive; on whose province there is no occasion, and the 
committee have no inclination, to intrude. 

In connection with this branch of the subject, the com- 
mittee will advert to the fact, (as it 1s now understood to be,) 
that negotiations are in progess between the United States 
and Great Britain on the subject of this territory. They con- 
ceive that this should make no difference in the action of the 
committee. They have to actonthe subject as it is now 
presented to them—not as it may he changed or altered 
hereafter, by any future arrangements between the two 
countries. If the United States have now the right to the 
Oregon country —if they have new the sole and undisputed 
possession of it—if ourpeople have now permanent settle- 
ments init, and every day suffering for the want of proper- 
ly-organized government to protect the virtuous ond re- 
strainthe vicious,—we ought not to withhold our action, 
undor the possibility of some alteration in the relations of 
the two countries in that region, at some uncertain and in 
definite period. That negotiation can still progress; and 
any treaty stipulation inconsistent with our legislation, will 
control itto the extent ofsuch interference. Noone, we 
believe, supposes that the pending negotiations can ever 
result inthe entire loss ofthe Oregon country. Enough 
will doubtles remain of it, under any circumstances, to re- 
quire the extension of our laws in the manner now con- 
templated. Ifthe present negotiation relates (as the com- 
mittee apprehend it does) solely to the ascertainment and 
settlement of the northern boundary of the territory, they 
can anticipate, from no examination which they have been 
able to mela, any such loss ofcountry in that direction, as 
will at all affect the propriety of the passage of the bill 
which is now presented to the Heuse. 

There is enough, doubtless, for that negotiation to act 
upon, without resorting evento the supposition that any 
portion of our territory south of latitude 54 degrees 40 min- 
utes north may be lost. We propose the extension of our 
laws fully up to that latitude, and will now submit the 
grounds on which we maintain that the United States has a 
full and indefeasible right and title to that point. We adopt 
as our own, and submit to the House, the views ofa former 
committe on the question of title; which we believe must 
— conviction to every disinterested and impartial 
mind. 


Mr. DUNCAN obtained the floor, and yielded to 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, who moved that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. S., however, withdrew for a moment the mo- 
tion at the request of his colleague, Mr. Kine. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he desired to know 
from the chairman of the Committee on Territories 
whether the country was to expect that negotiation 
would establish a line short of the claim and just 
title of the United States on the northern boundary 
of Oregon. He understood the chairman to speak 
of such a line, and to argue that if such a line should 
be established, this bill would stili answer, and 
would extend our protection over that portion of 
the territory that might not be surrendered by nego- 
tiation with Great Britain. He desired to know 
whether he understood the honorable chairman cor- 
rectly? 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, inreply to the gentleman from 
New York, stated that he had submitted nothing 
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that implied any axpectation that any loss of this 
territory which he experienced under this negotia- 
tion. e had stated that he did not expect or 
believe that the tite of the United States, up to 54° 
40° atleast, would be questioned. After a remark 
or too further in recapitulation of his statements 
above, 

Mr. KING resumed. When the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs presented his 
resolutions for the annexation of Texas, the honora- 
ble chairman informed the House that the annexa- 
tion of Texas would produce no difficulty with 
Mexico; that the United States had money, the 
great sinew of war, and Mexico had not, and that 
money would keep the peace. The honorable 
chairman also informed the House that the annexa- 
tion of Texas would not disturb the amicable rela- 
tions existing between the United States and Great 
Britain; and for this declaration the gentleman said 
he had the very highest authority, which it was un- 
necessary for him to name. The chairman did not 
inform the House what was to purchase the unwil- 
ling acquiescence of Great Britain. Knowing, 1s 
we here know, the determination on the part of the 
American people to sustain and defend every right 
of the nation, and particularly our rights against 
any encroachment from Great Britain, no man 
would have the right, from the remarks of the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, to 
presume that a portion of Oregon was, by negotia- 
tion, to be surrendered to Great Britain, that Eng- 
land might lend her friendly acquiescence to 
the annexation of Texas to the United States. 
But when now the chairman of the Committee 
on Territories presents the Oregon question to the 
House, and speaks of a line which negotiation may 
settle south of our northern boundary line of Oregon; 
and that his bill, if not good for the whole, will be 
good for what is left of Oregon, I think there is 
reason for apprehensions that negotiation may cede 
our title to a portion of Oregon—may admit it 
away. The House should call upon the execu- 
tive for information. For one (said Mr. K.) 1 
would repel the first intimation that any portion of 
Oregon was to be ceded by negotiation to Great 
Britain; and would repel the intimation that it was 
probable or possible that this country would ratify 
or submit to negotiation that was to cede away a part 
of Oregon to England for any purpose under the 
sun. It was to repel (Mr. K. said) the first intima- 
tion on this floor that a part of Oregon was to be 
negotiated away, that he had risen. Having done 
so, so far as he was concerned, he had accomplished 
his purpose. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN was totally at a loss to know 
how the gentleman could have misapprehended 
what he said. He stated distinctly that he had no 
suspicion that an acre of land would be surrendered, 
though he went on to meeta possible case. Did not 
the very fact that we had entered into negotiations 
with Great Britain make the possibility? That was 
all he said; and he begged the — notto make 
a wrong impression on the public mind. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL roaze, when 

Mr. DUNCAN claimed the floor. He had yield- 
ed it only for the purpose of moving that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had yielded the 
floor to the gentleman from New York, Mr. Ser- 
mour, who had yielded it to his colleague; and the 

entleman from Pennsylvania next addressing the 

hair, was entitled to it. 

‘oe DUNCAN appealed from the decision of the 
air. 

Mr. SEYMOUR explained that when the gen- 
tleman from Ohio got the floor, he yielded it to him 
(Mr. S.) for the purpose of moving that the com- 
mittee rise;and that he then yielded it to his col- 
league, [Mr. Preston Kuine,] to allow him to ask 
an explanation of the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Duncan’s 
appeal, and resulted in sustaining the decision of 
the Chair—ayes 74, noes 50. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that the gentle- 
man from New York over the way had repeated 
to-day, with emphasis, and he thought a decided 
emphasis, what he had heard from the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Apams,} and several others, 
viz: that he (Mr. I.) had stated in the course of the 
debate on this subject that peace was to be bought 
with Mexico. 

He rose to state that he never intended to say any 
such thing. When he used the expression, “that 


we haye the singws of war”’—mormey—the idea of 
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buying peace never entered into his head. There 
were various questions pending between this coun- 
try and Mexico, arising from the unsatisfied claims 
of our citizens, questions of boundary, &c.; and his 
notions were, in common with those of many dis- 
tinguished and intelligent individuals, that we should 
treat Mexico with a great deal of liberality and for- 
bearance. With these views, and without the idea 
of buying peace, he had supposed that money might 
used on questions respecting their debt, territory, 
&c. Gentlemen would find that he was as little dis- 
posed to sell the rights of our country on this Texas 
uestion, or Oregon question, a8 any one on that 


oor. 

Mr. DUNCAN then obtained the floor, and yield- 
ed it to 

Mr. THOMPSON, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, by general consent, asked 
and obtained leave to report a bill for the sale of the 
mineral lands in the State of Illinois, and the Ter- 
ritories of lowa and “Visconsin; and upon his mo- 
tion the same was ordered to be printed, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The question was then put on the motion that the 
committee rise; which was carried, and the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

The House then adjourned. 





House or Representatives, 
January 27, 1845. 


Gentiemen: Having been confined to my bed 
by severe disease on Saturday, I was unable to re- 
cord my vote on the very important subject of an- 
nexation of Texas; and that | may not be misun- 
deratood or misrepresented, I desire to say, that had 
I been present on the final vote, my name would have 
been recorded in the negative. 

O. HUNGERFORD. 

Messrs. Brain & Rives. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 28, 1845. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
Asa Whitney, esq., asking for a grant of land to 
enabie him to construct a railroad from Lake Mi- 
chigan to the Pacific ocean; which was referrred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from Martin 
Fenwick, esq., praying for the confirmation of his 
title to a tract of land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition from Wil- 
liam Hickman and 60 others, citizens of Washita 
and Union counties, Arkansas, praying for the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Little Rock to Cam- 
den; also from Camden, Arkansas, to Minden, in 
the State of Louisiana; and a petition from Captain 
Richard Tate and 58 others, of Washita county, 
praying for the same object: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BAGBY presented joint resolutions of the 
legislature of Alabama, praying Congress to adopt 
such a rate of postage as to conform it to the federal 
eoin: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from Dal- 
las county, Missouri, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from Wesene, Benton county, via 
Buffalo, Dallas county, to Springfield. Also a pe- 
tition from members of the legislature of Missouri, 
praying for a mail route: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Pittsford, Vcimont, one part remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, and the other part praying for the ab- 
olition of slavery in the District of Columbia. On 
his motion, so much as related to Texas was refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations; and the 
question of reception being raised on the slavery 

rtion, it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to, viz: 

Resoived, That the Postmaster General be directed to re- 

rt to the Sexate the number of failures of the mail to and 


New Orleans within the last twelve months, and the 
wauses of such failures; the steps taken by the Post Office 


Remeron to insure a more regular conveyance of the 
mails; and whether or not further legislation is re- 


quired to prevent such failures in future. 
Mr, HUNTINGTON presented a_ memorial 
from sundry electors ofthe county of New Lon- 
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don, Connecticut, remonstrating against the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, presented a memorial from the Rev. John 
P. Hough and Samuel Hough, praying for the ar- 
rears of pension due their mother, the widow of Dr. 
Hough, of the revolutionary army: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DICKINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
concerning the district and circuit courts of the 
northern district of New York; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

r. ASHLEY submitted the resolution below. 

He remarked that he knew nothing about the sub- 

ject matter of it. It was handed to him from a 

igh and respectable source. The resolution was 
read, and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
Secretary of War to make experiments for testing the utili- 
ty of analleged improvement in the use of artillery, invent- 
ed by Robert McCarty, of the State of New York; and that 
said committee be authorized to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE remarked that he had re- 
ceived a communication making application for 
some of the books published by order of Congress. 
The application came in the shape of a private letter, 
and not in the form of a memorial to Congress. He 
thought proper, therefore, to introduce a resolu- 
tion; which was read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library inquire 
into the expediency of supplying one set of ‘‘American Ar- 
chieves,” one set of the “American State Papers,” (in 21 
vols.) to the Detroit Young Men’s Society, a literary associ- 
ation in the State of Michigan. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of A. Ledour & Co., and others, of New 
Orleans, reported a bill to authorize the relocation of 
a land claim No. 3, 4, and 5, granted by Congress 
to General Lafayette; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading, and the report accompanying it 
to be printed. 

Mr. FOSTER presented additional documents in 
support of the claim of John Cocke, of Tennessee, 
for advances to the Cherokee Indians; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Dixon H. Lewis, elected by the legislature of 
Alabama a senator from that State to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. Witttam 
R. Kine. The credentials being read, he qualified 
and took his seat. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the case of John M’Donough vs. 
Laurent Millanden, and others, plaintiffs in error; 
which, on his motion, was esl to be printed, in 
connection with the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, furnishing information touching the 
Houma claim, which is now in the process of being 

rinted. 
ri Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Michigan, praying for the ex- 
tension of admiralty jurisdiction over the northern 
and northwestern lakes, reported a bill further to 
rovide for the punishment of offences against the 
Tinited States; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. BREESE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. James Sempre, elected by the legislature of 
Illinois to fill the vacancy in the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States occasioned by the death of the Hon. 
Samuel McRoberts. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Asniey yes- 
terday, empowering the Secretary of the Senate to 
have printed for the use of the Senate 1,500 copies 
of the land laws and decisions on land cases b 
the departments since the second session of the 25th 
Congress, came up for consideration; and after a 
few remarks by Mr. ASHLEY and Mr. WOOD- 
BRIDGE, showing the great importance of the pub- 
lication to aid the people of the new States in the ad- 
justment of their land titles, it was, on the sugges- 
tion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The bill from the House for the purchase of cer- 
tain copies of the History of Oregon, California, 
and the other territories on the northwestern coast 
of America, was read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

CHOCTAW CONTRACTS. 
On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, his resolution 


(published in yesterday’s proceedings) calling on 
the Secretary of War for information in reference t, 
the removal of the Choctaw Indians, was taken y 
for consideration, when Mr. J. moved the followin> 
substitute for the original resolution, which wa, 
agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform 
what contracts have heretofore, been made for the — 
of the Choctaws remaining east of the Mississippi river 2 
for their subsistence for twelve months after their arrival | 
the country assigned to them west of the Mississj pi oa 
that he furnish a copy of all such contracts; whether a 
advertisements were made of the intention of the Zove y 
ment to make such contracts; and if not, whether proposals 
for said contracts were made by any other persons than 
those to whom such contracts were let. If such proposals 
were received and examined, whether, at the time ther 
were opened, the present contractors were the lowest bij 
ders for both of said contracts; and if not, who was the 
lowest bidder, and under what circumstances the present 
contractors became the lowest bidders; what amount of 
mpeey has been advanced to these contractors on account 
of said contracts, when and to whom; whether there is any 
contract, agreement, or understanding that the contractor 
are to have any additional allowance for ferriages or other 
causes; and if so, what is the nature of the said contrac; 
agreement, or understanding; whether said contractors 
if any contracts have been made, have given bond and se. 
curity for their faithful performance, in what amount, and 
the names of their sureties; whether any aliegations haye 
been made to the department against the sufficiency of saiq 
sureties, and what steps have been taken in relation thereto 
and whether the department has required from the con. 
tractors additional surety, whether the same has beey 
given, and if so, the names of such bondsmen; and what 
steps have been taken by the contractors for the re. 
moval of the said Indians; by what time, under said cop. 
tract, were they bound to have a party under way, and 
whether any have yet started on their journey. And that 
he inform the Senate further, what amount of scrip has been 
issaed by the department in the name and for the use of cer. 
tain Choctaw Indians, under the act of Congress of the 234 
August, 1542 ; to whom said scrip has been delivered, and 
a copy of the instructions given to such agent; whether 
said agent is in any manner interested in either of the con. 
tracts above referred to ; whether he has ere security for 
the faithful distribution of said scrip, and in what amount, 
and who are his securities. And that he inform the Senate 
further, whether he has given any instructions himself, or 
caused them to be given by any other person, to the Choc- 
taw eau asking and requiring him to license any person 
to trade with the Choctaw Indians in the country west, and 
if so, the name of the person to be licensed; and that he 
communicate copies of all communications in his office in 
relation to said subjects. 


On motion by Mr. J., the resolution was ordered 
to lie on the table for the present. 
On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 


Ordered, That the documents communicated by the Presi 
dent of the United States in relation to the treaty with the 
Ta Tsing empire, from which the injunction of secrecy has 
been removed, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


On motion ef Mr. TAPPAN, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the bill to quiet 
the title to certain lands in the towns of Perrysburg 
and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, was taken 
up for consideration, as in committee of the whole, 
on an amendment of the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE having explained the ob- 
ject of the amendment, it was agreed to, and the bill 
was reportted to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee said it would be re- 
membered that an act passed at the last session of 
Congress, for the establishment of a naval depot 
at Memphis, ‘Tennessee. At the time of the passage 
of that act it was not recollected that there was any 
existing law which would prevent the commence- 
ment of that work at the period contemplated. But 
by a joint resolution of both Houses of Congress, 
passed in the month of September, 1841, it is pro- 
vided that no public work of this kind should pro- 
7s uutil the consent of the State in which it should 

located should be obtained. It would be remem- 
bered, too, by the Senate, he had no doubt, that the 
legislature of Tennessee passed certain resolutions 
on the subject of this depot, which resolutions were 
now of record in the Senate. These solicited the 
establishment of the Memphis depot, and amounted 
to an estoppel on any future interference on lier part 
with the operations of the government within her 
limits. Butas a doubt was entertained, and as | 
was important to facilitate this great public work, 
during the recess of the general assembly, he pro- 
posed to submit a resolution to the Senate, with a 
view to suspend the operations of the joint resolu- 
tion of September 1841; and if the Senate had no 
objection, he hoped the resolution which he submit- 

would be now acted upon, in order that it might 
be sent to the other wing of the Capitol as speedily 
as possible. : 

Mr. F. then introduced his resolution concerning 
the naval depot at Memphis, Tennessee; which was 
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read twice, and taken upas in committee of the 


wii BRRESE said said he should be very much 

tified if the Secretary would read that section of 
the resolution, in 1841, to which the resolu- 
ion of the honorable senator from Tennessee, (Mr. 
FosreR,} had reference. It was one of very much 
. ce, and required to be thoroughly under- 
pot If he recollected that resolution, it prevent- 
ed the government from expending any money for 
improvements on lands, until the title to the lands 
was examined and sustained by the opinion of the 
Attorney General. The conditions imposed, prevent- 
ed any progress in the work contemplated, until the 
validity of the title should be legally established. 
Now, it was not probable that a good title could be 
had. He would ask the senator from Tennessee, 
whether the title had been acquired and perfected 
orno? He understood it had not. 

Mr. FOSTER observed that the senator from 
Illinois (Mr. Breese] and‘himself were old acquaint- 
ances on this subject. He desired to say to the 
gentleman, in regard to the validity of this utle, that 
it would be well established before any steps should 
be taken to expend the public money. He took it 
for granted that there was a very general solicited 
throughout the country, that this work should go 
on,and he was satisfied that his honorable friend 
from Illinois participated in that solicitude. The 
title would be established and perfected before the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress, 
as a very necessary step for that purpose hud al- 
ready been taken. All that was necessary now, if, 
indeed that much was necessary, was the action of 
the legislature upon the subject, in the manner con- 
templated by the joint resolution of 1841. He could 
further assure the honorable gentleman that the Sec- 
retary of the Navy had no idea of expending one 
dollar upon this property, until the title should be 
adjusted and passed upon by the Attorney General. 
The only object of the resolution which he submit- 
ted, therefore, was to suspend the operation of the 
joint resolution of 184], until October next, and that 
only because the general assembly of ‘Tennessee 
would not meet until then. He took it for granted 
that no one could deubt what would be the result of 
the operations of the general assembly when it 
meets. So far as jurisdiction was concerned, it 
would be granted. tt was, then, only a question of 
leave. Should so much time pass by before the act 
to establish this depot could be enforce? 

Mr. BREESE wished to call the attention of the 
Senate particularly to the third cection of the joint 
resclution of 1841, which it was the object of this 
resolution to suspend. It was right and proper that 
the title should secured before commencing the 
work, and perhaps expending half a million of dol- 
larson it. The section to which he referred pro- 
vided that no public moneys should be expended 
upon any site or land hereafter to be purchased by 
the United States, for the ag si mentioned, untl 
the written opinion of the Attorney General was 
had in favor of the validity of the title; and also the 
consent of the legislature of the State in which the 
land lies, should be given to the purchaser. 

Mr B. went on further to remark upon the diffi- 
culties attending the validity of the title, and to show 
the necessity of abiding by the resolution of 1841. 

Mr. FOSTER was satisfied that his honorable 
friend had mistaken,the entire scope and purpose of 
the resolution. He [Mr. Breese] was discussing 
the validity of the title; but he (Mr. Foster) made 
no inquiry, and asked no favors on that subject. 


He did not expect the government to expend one ° 


solitary dollar, unless upon the opinion of the At- 
torney General of its validity. The gentleman said 
a large amount of money would be expended. 
Granted. Could there be a naval depot erected at 
any point whatever that would not cost millions? 
Millions were annually expended by the various 
departments of the government to carry on the army 
add navy. It was not probable that the govern- 
ment would lose the money. The State of Ten- 
nessee had no title to any part of Memphis, and 
never had. It was now individual property; and all 
those portions upon which this depot was tobe es- 
tablished, were individual property. 

Mr. TAPPAN was unders\ood to say that, this 

a —— ae the action of a joint 

resolution of Congress heretofore passed, it ought to 
ee toa ae that the Senate might 

ve a report u at question before act 
upon it. He therefore moved its reference to the 

mmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER had no objection to referring the 
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resolutions to a committee; but the reference should 
be to the Naval Committee. He moved that refer- 
ence. 

Mr. TAPPAN having withdrawn his motion, 


the resolution was referred tothe Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


POST OFFICE REFORM. 


The general orders having been announced, 

Mr. MERRICK moved to take up the unfinished 
business of yesterday, which was the further con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, of the 
bill to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use 
and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and 
for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the 
Post Office Department. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and Mr. M. 
resumed his explanation of its provisions. 

He said he had yesterday reviewed the general 
objects of the bill, and the motives which had in- 
duced the Post Office Committee to construct it 
as itnow came before the Senate. Having said all 
he intended to say on these general principles, he 
would now take up his review where he left off yes- 
terday, and proceed to explain the bill in detail. 

As the two-fold object of presenting to the reader 
a brief and condensed statement of the provisions of 
the bill, and giving the details explained by Mr. 
M. will be attained by the following synopsis, it is 
submitted as embodying the substance of his expo- 
sition, in methodical form. 

The first section enacts that from and after the 
passage of this act the postage in lieu of that now 
payable shall be, for every single letter conveyed a 
distance not exceeding 100 miles 5 cents, and for all 
distances exceeding 100 miles 10 cagts; and fora 
double letter, double these rates; for a treble letter, 
treble these rates; for a quadruple letter, quadruple 
these rates; and every letter of one or more pieces of 
paper not exceeding a qearter of an ounce, shall be 
deemed a single letter; letters exceeding a quarter of 
an ounce, and not exceeding half an ounce, to be 
deemed double letters; and letters of not more 
than three pieces of paper nor exceeding three- 
quarters of an ounce, to be deemed treble let- 
ters; and all letters or parcels not of the foregoing 
descriptions, or composed of four pieces of paper, 
and not exceeding one ounce, shall be deemed quad- 
ruple letters; and for every additional quarter of an 
ounce above one ounce in weight, the additional 
postage of a single letter for the same distance shall 
be charged; all drop-letters, or letters placed in any 
— office, not for transmission by mail, but for de- 

ivery only, shall be charged two cents postage each; 
all letters advertised as remaining over in any post 
office, to be charged with the expense of advertising, 
in addition to the regular postage. 

The second section provides that all newspapers 
of no greater size or superficies than 1,900 square 
inches, may be sent through the mail by the editors 
or publishers to subscribers or others within 30 
miles of the city, town, or place of publication, 
postage free; [if sent beyond 30 miles, halfa cent for 
a distance not exceeding 100 miles, and one cent for 
greater distances, provided the editors keep a list of 
these transmissions with all particulars, and certify 
the same to the Postmaster General at the end of 
each quarter, to enable the Postmaster General to 
charge the postmasters with the amount of postage; | 
and all newspapers of and under the size of 1,900 
square inches, [the editors or publishers of which 
shall refuse or neglect to keep and return said list,] 
which shall be conveyed in the mail any distance 
beyond 30 miles from the place at which the same 
may be printed, shall be subject to the rates of post- 
age chargeable under the 13th section of the act of 
3d March, 1825, relating to the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and on all newspapers of greater size than 
1,900 square inches, shall be charged the same rates 
of postage as prescribed by this act on magazines 
wat pamphlets. 

The third section provides that printed circulars 
and handbills or advertisements, on quarto or single 
cap paper, or paper not larger than single cap, fold- 
ed, directed and unsealed, shall be charged two cents 
for each sheet, whatever the distance may be; ‘and 
all pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and other 
printed matter (except newspapers) unconnected 
with manuscript, shall be charged two and a-half 
cents for each copy not exceeding one ounce, within 
one hundred miles, and five cents for greater dis- 
tances; one cent additional for every additional 
ounce for any distance—fractional half ounces to be 
charged whole ounces. 

The fourth section provides that the Postmaster 
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General may separate the letter mail in cases of ne- 
cessity , and forward it—taking care to forward the 
remaining part as speedily as possible. 

The fifth section provides that the twenty-seventh 
section of the aforesaid act of 3d March, 1825, and 
all other acts and parts of acta conferring franking 
privileges, be repealed. 

The sixth section provides than officers of the 
government heretofore having the franking privi- 
lege, shall keep an account of postage charged to 
and payable by them on mail matter touching their 
official business, which, upon due verification, shail 
be paid quarterly out of the contingent fund of the 
bureau to which such business relates. The three 
assistant postmasters general to be entitied to re- 
mission of postages charged them on mail matter 
relating to their official duties—said assistant post- 
masters general to be entitled to send through the 
mail official mail matter endorsed “official busi- 
ness,”’ subject to a penalty ef $300 for false endorse- 
ment. The deputy postmastersto have the same 
privilege, subject to the same penalty for false en- 
dorsen:ent. 

The seventh section provides that the franki 
privilege, as it now exists, be contined to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the Vice President, all ex- 
Presidents, and ex-Vice Presidents, the widows 
of ex-Presidents, and the Secretaries of State, 
of the Treasury, of War, of the Navy, the 
Postmaster General and the Attorney Gen- 
eral; also the act authorizing the governors of 
the several States to transmit by mail certain books 
and documsnts, is continued in force. Members of 
Congress, deiegates from Territories, the secretary 
of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, are authorized to transmit free of postage 
documents printed by order of either House of Con- 

ress, 

, The eighth section provides that each member of 
Congress and delegate from a Territory, the secre- 
tary of the Senate and clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, during each session of Congress and 
for thirty days before and thirty days after each 
session, may receive through the mail, free of poat- 
age, letters, newspapers or packages, not exceeding 
two ounces in weight; postage on excess of weight 
over two ounces, if on public business or business 
of Congress, to be paid out of the contingent fund. 

The ninth eection, in heu of the present privilege 
of franking, provides for furnishing members of 
Congress and delegates of Territories with a num- 
ber of free covers equal to five each per day for 
each session, which covers shall pass free of post- 
age to the extent of two ounces each; excess of 
weight over thatto be chargeable as for common 
letters. 

The tenth, eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth sec- 
tions are penal provisions against infringments on 
the monopoly of the Post Office Department. 

The fourteenth section reserves private rights; 
and provides that no package exceesling thiee pounds 
weight shall be transmitted by mail. 

The fifteenth section empowers the Postmaster 
General to make temporary contracts with steamers 
for carrying portions of the mail, the expense not to 
exceed that of previous contracts. 

The sixteenth section defines “‘mailable matter’ 
to mean letters, newspapers, magazines, pamphlets 
periodically published, not exceeding eight ounces 
each, but excludes bound books of any size; news- 
papers, magazines, pamphlets, or other printed mat- 
ter made up in parcels as merchandise, and sent b 
any sort ef transportation for sale and not for distri- 
bution as mailable matter, to be exempt from re- 
straint. 

The seventeenth section is penal against counter- 
feiting stamps or envelops. 

The eighteenth section defines the term “newspa- 

rs” to mean any printed publication issued in num- 

rs, consisting of not more than two sheets, and pub- 
lished at short intervals, not exceeding a month; the 
free exchange of newspapers not restricted, but to 
remain as at present. 

The nineteenth section sogertene the pranery 
penalties under this act equally between the depart 
ment and the informer, and points out how they are 
to be enforced. 

The twentieth section requires the Postmaster 
General to let all future contracts to the lowest bid- 
der complying with the conditions required: no new 
contractor to be required in future to purchase the 
stock of his predecessor. ; 

The twenty-first section provides for suing and 
being sued, under this act, in district courts of the 
United States, or of the District of Columbia. 
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The twenty-second section appropriates $750,000 || yielded not a tenth of the revenue. The public out- 


to the Post Office Department, to meet any deficien- 
cy of its means to meet its expenses for the ensuing 
year, that may arise from the proposed reduction of 


Fm es : 

In his preliminary remarks on the provisions of 
the bill, Mr. M. explained why he had selected the 
year 1836, in preference to any other year, for the ba- 
sis of his calculations of yesterday, as to the num- 
ber of letters sent through the mail. This explana- 
tion was necessary, because a senator opposite had, 
in conversation since, called his attention to the cir- 
cumstance that, owing to the great bank expansions 
of 1836, it was probable the psa now same of the 
country was much larger than of ordinary years. 
This, he owned, had not occurred to him; and it 
would have thrown him into some doubt on the 
matter, if he had not further investigated the sub- 
ject, in order to arrive at the fact whether that cir- 
cumstance really did create any difference of suf- 
ficient magnitude to render the selection of 1836 
unsafe as a basis of calculation. He now re- 
joiced that he had been thrown into that 
investigation, and he thanked the senator for his 
suggestion. The result of his further calculations 
on this point was this: that the progressive increase 
of the post office revenue in 1836, over the receipts 
of preceding years, and of the succeeding years up 
to 1841, was at nearly a uniform rate of five per 
per cent., the increase of 1836 differing so little from 
other years of that sequence as not to affect the basis 
of calculation. The post office revenue of 1836 was 
$3,408,323; that of 1837, $4,100,000; that of 1838, 
$4,285,000; that of 1839, $4,477,000; that of 1840, 
$4,539,265. Thus exhibiting a progressive and 
steady increase up to the period when private ex- 
presses n to make inroads on the profitable mail 
routes. hen, for the first time since the beginning 
of the government, the post office accounts exhibited 
symptoms of a failing revenue. The receipts of the 
department for 1841, fell off to $4,379,000. In 
1842, owing to the operation of the bankrupt law, 
they revived a little, and gave $4,549,000; but in 
1843 they declined again to $4,295,000; and in 1844 
to $4,237,000; notwithstanding the gradual increase 
of population and restoration of business. Had the 
steady increase of the succession of years between 
1830 and 1840, been continued to the present time, 
the revenue of the department would now exceed five 
millions of dollars; - owing to the interference of 
private expresses and the disturbing causes which 
rendered the proposed reform now imperative, there 
has been of Jate a failing instead of an increasing 
revenue. 

Now, independent of the grounds thus givén to 
show that it was perfectly safe to take the year 1836 
for a basis of calculation, he should say that it was 
the only year prior to the effect of private expresses 
being felt upon the department, in which the Post- 
master General’s reports furnished any return of the 
number of letters passing through the mail. 

He now moved to amend the bill as proposed by 
the Post Office Committee, by striking out the por- 
tions in brackets, and inserting that in italics, (as 
marked in the foregoing synopsis. ) 

The amendments were adopted. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, having understood one of 
the amendments as extending only to the abandon- 
ment of the requisition that editors and publishers 
of newspapers should furnish the department with 
lists of therr subscribers, had made no objection to 
its adoption; but since finding it included the pro- 
vision of reducing the postage on newspapers to 
half a cent for each copy sent thirty miles, and one 
cent for greater distances, (a provision he wished to 
retain,) he moved a reconsideration of the vote taken 
on that amendment. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the motion to reconsider 
would not prevail. 1t was not without most anxious 
consideration that the committee came to the con- 
The public 
complaint was not that newspaper postage was too 
high, but that letter postage was. A great and very 
desirable concession was made in the bill to country 
newspapers—that of giving them a circuit of thirty 
miles to circulate postage free. If the old rates of 
newspaper postage for distances beyond thirty miles 
were not retained, the means of the department to 
meet the reduction of letter postage contemplated 
would be greatly cramped. 

Mr. NILES agreed with the chairman of the Post 
Office Committee on this point. The greatest ex- 
aoe of the department, and the least income, was 

rom the transmission of printed matter through the 


mail. It formed nine-tenths of the expense, and 
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ery was not against excess of newspaper postage, 
but against exorbitant rates of letter postage. 

The motion to reconsider was negatived without 
a division. 

Mr. MERRICK now proposed some amendments 
from himself. The only one not merely a verbal 
correction was, to exempt envelopes from being 
deemed one ef the pieces of paper chargeable with 
double = e; which was adopted. 

Mr. MILLER moved to amend the first section 
by striking out the specification of the two rates of 
postage, 5 cents and 10 cents, and inserting the pro- 
vision of the bill of last session as amended 
by the Senate, namely, 3 cents on single let- 
ters for 30 miles, 5 cents for 100 miles, 10 cents 
for 300 miles, and 15 cents for all greater dis- 
tances; double, treble, quadruple letters, c&ec., 
to be charged ratably in the same proportion. He 
objected that five cents for 100 miles would not meet 
the competition of private expresses, nor ten cents 
for greater distances. For instance: from New 
York to Boston, the present charge ona single let- 
ter is 12} cents; by this bill it would be 10 cents. 
Now, the reduction of 2} cents would not affect the 
private expresses at all. To compete with them, 
the reduction should be to 5 cents. Besides, unless 
for short distances the reduction was to 3 cents, 
none of the correspondence carried by private 
hands or private expresses, would come into the 
mail. A mere change from 6} to 5 cents would ef- 
fect nothing but the loss of the difference in reve- 
nue. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment, and 
hoped it would not prevail. Gentlemen kept entire- 
ly out of view his arguments of yesterday, that it 
was not by underbidding private expresses the de- 
partment wagto be sustained. First make a rea- 
sonable reduction of postage to meet the expectation 
of the public, and then trust to restringent laws to 
protect the monopoly of the department. That was 
the only practicable way of putting down the private 
competition of these expresses, so injurious to the 
post office revenue. 

Mr. WOODBURY considered the proposition of 
three cents for short distances, and so on, ratably 
for greater distances to ten cents, likely to effect 
both objects—that of putting down the expresses 
and increasing the revenue. A reduction from 6} 
cents to5 cents, on 30 miles, would bring no con- 
siderable addition of correspondence into the mails; 
but reduce the rate to3 cents, and many, if not 
most persons, would prefer the safety and despatch 
of the regular mails at that low rate, to transmis- 
sion by private hand, or by illegal expresses. But 
even if there should be a deficit on the short route, 
at 3 cents, there would be much more than an 
equivalent increase of revenue from the long routes, 
at 15 cents. The apprehensions of the chairman 
of the committee were therefore unfounded. 

Mr. MERRICK again called attention to the fact 
that it was not by competition, but by penal enact- 
ment, that private competition was to be put down. 
He also invoked them to consider that it was not 
the carrying of a letter any distance which constitu- 
ted the expenses of the department; one-half of these 
expenses originated in the offices‘and manipulation 
of mailable matter. The portion of office expenses 
and manipulation of letters was the same, whether 
the mailable matter was sent 30 miles or 3,000 
miles. ‘The cost of transmission was only half the 
expense. It was therefore just and reasonable to 
charge in relation to half the postage, the same for 
letters to any distance; on the other half it was rea- 
sonable to calculate by distance of transmission. 
These were the elements of calculation which had 
induced the committee to fix upon 5 cents and 10 
cents. 

Mr. WOODBURY asked how it was that we 
could not send a letter by our mail 30 miles for 3 
cents, when in England a letter is sent to any ex- 
treme of the kingdom for two cents? The income of 
the British post office, on the penny postage system, 
was four and a half millions of dollars; yet it is as- 
sumed that, with an average four fold that rate, we 
cannot realize the same amount of income. 

Mr. MERRICK contended that no parallel 
could be safely drawn between the two countries. 
England had a dense population on a small area, 
while we had a scattered population over a ter- 
ritory of ten times her extent. Her mails had to be 
transmitted over only 18,303 miles of road; ours 
over 144,687. 

Mr. NILES was favorable to three-fourths of the 
amendment; the proposition of three cents, five 
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cents, and ten cents, ratably for distances; but be. 

ond ten cents, he was not willing to go. (M 

UCHANAN, from his seat, “that’s right.” He 
dwelt at large upon the benefits diffused h 
society by the Post Office Department, and we 
the necessity of viewing it as a great governmental 
instrument of service, rather than as a source 9 
revenue, even for its own support; though that, if 
it could be done with equal advantage to the public 
was not to be disregarded. He was also favorable 
to the appropriation of $750,000 to guard agains; 
deficiences in carrying out this important and yal. 
uable reform. If it was even to cost that for two or 
three years, it was a matter of small consideration 
in the present state of the treasury, compared with 
the great result to be obtained ultimately. 

The subject was further debated Messrs 
WOODBURY, MERRICK, and MILLER; after 
which, in conformity with the desire of Mr. HUN. 
TINGTON, that the motion should be subdivided 
Mr. MILLER withdrew his motion, and then 
oe simply to strike out the rates named in the 

ill. 

The CHAIR, after some consideration, suggested 
a difficulty, under the rules, that the motion to 
strike out, if successful, would debar the amend- 
ment consequent upon it. 

Mr. MILLER, to avoid that difficulty, renewed 
his original motion. 

Mr. SIMMONS pointed out that, in either case, 
the senator’s motion would admit of an amendment 
to insert such rates as the Senate, upon a test, 
should agree upon. 

Mr. BERRIEN suggested the propriety of giving 
time for consideration; and, to effect this object, the 
bill could be postponed till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the further con- 
sideration of the bill was accordingly postponed til! 
to-morrow; and then 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 28, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE. 

The Senate bill to establish the Smithsonian In- 
stitute for the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
amongst men was read a first and second time, com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RATHBUN desired to introduce a bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON thought the House had 
better devote the morning hour to the reception of 
reports, resolutions, &c., in regular order. 

Mr. HOUSTON also reiterated that suggestion. 
He said he had reports to make, and the business 
would be facilitated by calling for them regularly 
during the morning hour. 

Mr. RATHBUN said it would not obstruct the 
business of the House to allow his bill to pass 
through at early stages. 

Mr. McCONNELL objected to its reception out 
of order. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

The SPEAKER counted the affirmative, and an- 
nounced that there were evidently not two-thirds in 
favor of the motion. 

A division was called for, and 42 voted in the al- 
firmative. 

The SPEAKER said there was evidently not 
two-thirds in favor of the motion to suspend. ; 

Mr. RATHBUN insisted on a count of those in 
the negative. : 

The SPEAKER counted the House accordingly, 
and announced 22 in the negative: no quorum vot- 


ing. 

Mr. DANA moved a call of the House. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were called for, 
and resulted thus—yeas 52, nays 79. 

So the House refused to order a call. 

COURTS OF NEW YORK. P 

Mr. RATHBUN. again moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him to introduce his bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and ; 

Mr. RATHBUN introduced ‘‘a bill concerning 
the circuit and district courts of the northern district 
of New York;” and it was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. PAYNE presented a memorial which he was 
desired to move to refer toa select committee. The 
memorial was in relation toa contract with the post- 
master of the House for horses and carryalls. 
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Mr. HOPKINS moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts; which was agreed to. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved a suspension of the 
niles to enable the House to receive reports from 
standing committees. — 5 

The SPEAKER said that motion was not neces- 
sary, the reception of reporis being the regular busi- 
ness for the morning hour. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS then called for the regular or- 


der of business. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from In- 
diana that there was a question pending which would 
take precedence. It was the question on the Rhode 
[sland memorial. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved the postponement of 
thatmatter. . 

After some conversation by Mr. HAMLIN and 
the SPEAKER on a point of order, 

Mr. W. HUNT moved to amend the motion, so 
asalso to include resolutions which do not give rise 
to debate. 

Mr. DAVIS accepted the amendment as a modi- 
fication of the motion. 

The question was taken, and being decided in the 
affirmative, the rules were suspended for the recep- 
tion of reports from committees, and of resolutions 
which do not give rise to debate. 

The committees were accordingly called in order 
for reports. 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
ported bills of the following titles: 

A bill for the relief of. Jacob L. Vance, of Ohio. 

A bill for the relief of Charles R. Allen, of Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Which were read the first and second time, refer- 
red tothe Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, adverse reports in the cases of Charles 
Townsend, Andrew bide sag and Derrin Farrer; 
which were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. VANCE, the same committee 
were discharged from the further consideration of 
certain petitions, andthey were otherwise referred. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John B. Converse. 

Both which bills were referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


EASTERN AND WESTERN HARBORS AND 


RIVERS. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the improvement of certain eastern and western 
harbors. 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the im- 
provement of the navigation of certain rivers there- 
in mentioned. 

Both which were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the Senate bill for the appointment and pro- 
motion of revenue officers, (placing them on an 
equality with naval officers. ) 

Mr. McC., with a word of explanation of the 
bill, asked its immediate passage, in accordance with 
the opinion of the committee. 

Mr. SLIDEUL moved to refer it to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union; which 
was di ed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN wishing to debate it, it was laid 
aside to take its place on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. LABRANCHE, from the same committee, 
reported an amendment to the general appropriation 
bill, making an appropriation for the custom-house 
at New Orleans; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the same committee, report- 
eda resolution for the printing of 5,000 copies of 
the report of the Secretary of State in reply toa 
resolution of this House of March 3, 1843, calling 
for information in relation to the consular returns of 
imports into foreign countries. 

Aftera word of conversation between Messrs. 
HOLMES and A. STEWART, by general consent 
the question was taken, and the resolution was 


to. 

On motion of Mr. P. KING, from the same com- 
mittee, the committee was di from the fur- 
ther consideration of certain memorials; and they 
— referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Com- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


merce, reported back, without amendment, Senate 
bill for the relief of Wm. Russell and others. 

Also a bill for the relief of William] Ellery and 
others. 

Also a bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Door. 

Also a bill for the relief of Daniel Grant, Seth 
Grant, Israel P. Stone, and Emely Pinkham, own- 
ers of the fishing schooner James and Henry, of 
Cape Porpoise, Maine, and others. 

Also a bill for the relief of Barnabas Baker, jr., 


and others, owners of the schooner Union, of Den- | 


nis, Massachusetts. 

Also a bill for the relief of acting owner and 
crew of the fishing schooner Two Brothers. 

Also a bill for th 
the schooner Florilla. 

Also an amendatory bill for the relief of Joseph 
Holmes and others, owners and legal representatives 
of the schooner Industry. 

Which bills, with the reports accompanying them, 
respectively, were nel read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of the whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill to provide compensation to 
certain registers and receivers in Florida for special 
services, and prescribing the fees to be received by 
all such officers in other cases: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. D., said committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of certain 
petitions in relation to the Wabash and Erie canal; 
and they were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. D. also presented the following letter from 
Wm. J. Stone, engraver in this city: referred, with 
the accompanying maps, to the Committee on En- 
graving. 

Wasuinoton Ciry, Jan. 22, 1845. 

Sir: Having just finished engraving the plates, trom 


which the maps attached to the report of the Commissioner | 
of the General Land Office are to be printed for the Senate, | 


1 take the liberty of submitting to you the accompanying 


impressions, which are all that belong to the report, except | 


that of Florida, which will be finished to-morrow. Should 
it ke desirable to procure impressions from the plates for 
the use of the House, I can furnish them immediately. 

An impression appears to prevail, (from some cause tome 
unknown,) that heretofore the House have paid for engra- 
ving as well as printing, when the Senate plates have been 
used. This, | can assure you, is not the fact. In no in- 
stance. when the Senate plates have been used for the 
House, has any charge been made other than for paper and 
printing, and that at a price not higher than paid by indi- 
viduals in this and other cities for similar work. To print for 
the Senate and House, despatch is all-important, thut the 
engrayer may notretard the prompt delivery of documents 
ordered to be printed; to effect which, it is requisite to be 
properly prepared, and to work day and night, which mate- 
rially increases the expense to the contractor—still the 
price paid has been in reference to day work. 

It must be admitted that there have been great discrepan- 
cies in prices paid, for which 1 am not accountable. My 
prices have been regulated as above stated, and were only a 
reasonable equivaient for the service rendered. I have 
been, and still am, extremely anxious to have my acepunts 
strictly examined, and have repeatedly requested this favor. 
If there is any member of the House who thinks my charges 
have been greater than they should have heen, and he will 
examine the subject, | will pledge myself to equalize i 
charges with those paid by individuals for similar work; and, 
should it appear that | have been overpaid, I will immediate- 
ly refund every farthing so as I am desirous of con- 
tinuing my profession in Was 
be purstied with honor and profit. From the repeated errone- 
ous statements, (made out of the House,) it has almost be- 
come disreputable to be in any way concerned in furnish- 
ing maps. 

Would it be asking too great a favor to request that you 
would suggest some mode by which the House may 
be put in possession of facts—thereby peeing those who 
have been heretofore employed by the House in this busi- 
ness in their true position’ 

Below is a statement of the price of printing each map; 
likewise, the cost of paper for the entire set. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM J. STONE. 
To the Hon. J. W. Davis, 
Chairman of the Com. on Pub. Lands. 


Size of Plates. 


Map of Florida, 12 x 19 inches. 2 cents each. 
. Michigan, 23 x 24 . = = 
“ Alabama, 13 x 24 a “ 
- Missouri, 19 x 24 " 4 o 
“ Arkansas, 163 x 19 es 3 ‘ 
- lowa, 9 x 19 “ 2 a 
ws Wisconsin, 15 x 19 - 3 * 
“ United States,15 x 24 - 4 s 


Paper for eight maps, - ~- 
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tie to sell or lease her salt spring lands, and 
moved that the bill be put upon py sero By 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the bill 
by inserting a proviso authorizing the State of IIli- 
nois to sell her saline lands. 

After some explanations from Messrs. McCLER- 
NAND and ROBERT SMITH, in reply to inqui- 
ries made by Messrs. HOUSTON and VINTON, 
the amendment was agreed to, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. J. W. DAVIS, the bill was 
read the third time and passed; and 

On motion by Mr. ROBERT SMITH, the title 
title was amended so as to read “‘An act to authorize 
the States of Michigan and Illivois to sell their salt 
spring lands.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for removing the office 
of the surveyor general of the States of Ohio, Illi- 
nois, and Michigan; and 

On motion by Mr. DUNCAN, it was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following bills, which were read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
—Vviz: 

A bill for the relief of John Hollingsworth, of 
Blount county, Alabama; and 

A bill for the relief of John Boyle. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting to the Tennessee and Coosa 
railroad company the right of way through the 
lands of the United States, and moved that it be put 
on its passage. 

Mr. HOPKINS hoped the gentleman would per- 
mit this bill to lie over for the present. This was a 
pretty wide road, and it was time, he thought, for 
the government to be looking at these railroad com- 
panies, 80 as, in granting them powers, to secure 
reasonable terms for the transportation of the mail 
— the troops and munitions of war of the United 
States. 


Mr. HOUSTON said he had no objection to lay 
it aside informally for the present. 
The bill was passed over. 


On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the Committee 
on Public Lands was nae from the further 
consideration of the petition of certain. citizens of 
Illinois, asking for a reduction of the price of pub- 
lic lands; and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. H., in pursuance of notice given, obtained 
leave, and introduced a bill to cede to the State of 
Alabama the public lands lying within the limits of 
said State for purposes of education: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JAMESON, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to grant to the county 
of Wayne, in the State of Missouri, the right of 
pre-emption to a certain quarter section of land: 
eer and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. W. HUNT, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Abner E. 
Van Ness; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. H. asked the general consent of the House 
to submit a resolution, making certain inquiries of 
the Treasury Department; but objections being 
made, it was not received. 

Mr. DANA, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relie 
of Sellers & Pennant; which was twice read, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole Houssa. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill authorizing the Postmaster General to 
procure suitable maps for the use of the Post Office 
ees and for other purposes: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CHILTON, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill for the relief 
of James Dixon; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back the Senate “bill 
changing the time of belting te circuit and crimi- 
nal courts for the county of Washington,” with an 
amendment; which was agreed to, and the bill was 


Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the reliefof George B. Rus- 
sell; it was read twice, and committed to the 
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Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill giving jurisliction to the courts of 
lowa and Wisconsin in certain cases. It was read 
twice, and, 

On the motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, was order- 
ed to be engrossed and read a third time, and 

d 


Mr. C. J., from the same committee, reported a 
joint resolution for the benefit of Frances Slocum, 

r children and grand children, of the Miami tribe 
of Indians; and it was read a first and second time. 

Mr. BIDLACK, in the course of his remarks, 
said he hoped no question of order would be inter- 
posed to prevent the immediate passage of this joint 
resolution. The memorialist was taken prisoner 
in the valley of Wyoming, at an early age, during 
the trials and difficulties to which the early settlers 
were subjected. Her relatives were among the 
most worthy and meritorious of his (Mr. B.’s) con- 
stituents; they were his neighbors and friends. They 
had searched after the captive with praiseworthy 
diligence, from the time of her capture, until within 
a few years they had found her in the condition set 
forth in the memorial and report. The incidents 
connected with her eventful history would afford a 
beautiful theme of remark. But as debate was not 
now in order, he (Mr. B.) would not trespass on 
the indulgence and courtesy of the House. What 
he desired was, not to make a speech, but to ask 
the unanimous consent of the members for the im- 
mediate passage of the resclution. If the resolu- 
tion were sent to the Committee of the Whole, he 
feared it would never be reached; and this ear- 
nest request of the memorialist would never be 
granted. 

The Popentee was intended to extend to her, 
as the widow of an Indian chief, the same privi- 
legesin relation to the payment of the annuites 
due her and her family, that were provided for by 
orey stipulation in regard to certain of the Miami 
chiefs. Frances Slocum was taken from her white 
friends when a child. She is now desirous of dying 
among her red friends, where she has lived for the 
last half century, without being compelled to re move 
west of the Mississippi. Let her first and last request 
be granted. 

ftera few words from Mr. C. JOHNSON, it 
was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. COLES, from the Sounmianes on Military 
Affairs, reported back the bill to establish military 

in the Nekraska and Oregon Territories, and 
it was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, moved that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Mrs 
Dix; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PEYTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back the bill for the relief of Peter 
Van Schieck, and it was committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to discontinue the spirit por- 
tion of the naval rations, and to provide compensa- 
tion in lieu thereof. It was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and the bill and accompanying report 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, in view of the important matters 
which that committee had reported to the House, 
and by the unanimous direction of the committee, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Wednesday, the dth of February, be spe- 
cially assigned for considering the several bills, resolutions, 


business, and reports, reported to the House by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON and others objected to the 


adoption of the resolution, and as it would give rise 
to debate, it necessarily went over to a subsequent 


day. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to instruct our minister to England to interfere on 
— of the American prisoners confined at Van Dieman’s 

and. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back Senate bill to settle the 
title to the Pea Patch island, and it was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
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Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Ramsey; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. J. W. STONE, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 


Rssolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to deliver to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims the 
papers connected with the application of Robert Wilmot, 
an officer of the revolution, for commutation pay. 


Mr. W.J. BROWN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Heart, deceased; which, on his motion, was read 
the third time, and passed. 

He also made some unfavorable reports. 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked and obtained the discharge of 
that committee from the further consideration of 
various memorials, and he withdrew from the files 
the papers in relation to the claim of Drayton P. 
Bradford. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported back a Senate bill, the title of 
which was not heard. 

It was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged 
from the further consideration of a certain petition, 
and it was referred to another committee. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFYF, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported back the Senate bill for 
the relief of Capt. Asahel Brainard, and made a 
brief but urgent appeal to the House for its imme- 
diate passage; which was responded to unanimous- 
ly by the House, and the bill was passed. 

Also, Senate bill granting a pension to George 
Whitman: referred to the Committee! of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. B., the committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of several 
petitions, and they were referred to other commit- 
tees, or otherwise appropriately disposed of. 

Also, bills granting persionsto John E. Wright 
and Danie! H. Warren: referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of John 
Martin; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Craigmiles: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report in the case of Gideon O, 
Perry: laid on the table. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Greenhough. The bill was read the second time, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. R. made an adverse report on the applica- 
tion of Francis Dodge; which was ordered to be 
printed, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. R. made, also, an adverse report on the appli- 
cation of Noble A. Pintard; which was ordered to 
be printed, and laid upon the table. 


Mr. TIBBATTS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Francis Sumeraner; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. OWEN, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, reported a bill for the construction and im- 
provement of certain roads in the Territory of Wis- 
consin. 

Also, a bill to continue the harbor improvement 
already commenced in the town of Southport, Wis- 
consin. 

Also, a motion for the discharge of the committee 
from the further consideration of certain petitions on 
the subject of the Wabash and Erie canal. 

All which were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, and the 
bills were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. O., said committee were 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Cooper; and it was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CARROLL, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to apply certain alternate sections of 
the public domain towards the completion of works 
of internal improvement in Michigan, and for other 
purposes: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grands, made an additional rt to 
be appended to document No. 20, being estimates, 
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&c. for the new buildings forthe accommodat; 
the War and Navy Deputtasenta: dation of 

Also, a report respecting the ing and pavi 
of Pennsylvania avenue, and in vicinity of the 
public buildings. ° 

Both which were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

r. P. reported back from the same committee 
with an amendment, the resolution referred to them, 
for the preservation of forei and other war. 
like articles: referred to the mmittee of the 
perce on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report on the petition of J. H. Schnell, for 
improving the hall of the House of Representatives: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the petition of Thomas 
C. Wells and Wm. Leach, for keeping the draw on 
the Potomac bridge: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HENRY DODGE, on leave, introduced 
a bill for the erection of a light-house at the 
town of Southport, Wisconsin: referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also introduced a bill for the payment of 
certain arrearages to the Stockbridge Indians, and 
for other purposes: referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize a survey of the mouth of the Red river, 
and for other purposes: referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. VANCE reported, from the Committee of 
Claims, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Joshua Kennedy, of Alabama: referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. IRVIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to repeal a part of the act of 
1820 in relation to the appointment of paymasters: 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report on the case of John 
Whitman: laid on the table. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
_ The States were next called in order for resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. SHEPARD CARY offered a_ resolution 
calling on the Secretary of War for information in 
relation to certain citizens promised an examination 
before a military board, whether such examination 
has taken place; if not, why not, &c. 

Objections being made, the resolution lies over. 

Mr. BURKE offered a resolution directing the 
Clerk to suspend the printing of the tenth volume 
of the laws of the United States, ordered by the 
resolution of the House of the last session, until the 
joint resolution authorizing the Attorney General to 
contract for copies of the whole edition, now pend- 
ing before the Senate, is disposed of; which was 
agreed to. 

_M. BURKE also submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Expenditures of the 
Navy Department be directed to inquire into all matters re- 
lating to any contract or contracts entered into by James C. 
Zabriskie, of New Jersey, or which he has had any > ang in 
negotiating with the Navy Department, or any of the bu 
reaus connected therewith, since March 4th, 1841; and also 
to inquire whether any officer of the government of the 
United States has had any participation in the profits of said 
contract or contracts; and also to inquire what orders and 
directions have been given by the Secretary of the Navy 
for the time being, or other officer of the United States, re- 
specting such contract or contracts, and report the facts to 
this House, with a recommendation of such proceedings as 
the nature of the case requires. And that the committee 
have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. B. then handed up the following letter, which 
was read for the information of the House: 

Some fifteen or eighteen months ago, in a casual conver- 
sation I had with the late Mr. V., chief clerk of the bureau 
of construction and repairs, (an individual with whom | 


had been on terms of familiar acquaintance for yours.) he re- 
marked he hada matter of great im 


his office, unless the substance of the communice- 
y interested myzelf or my friends. His dis- 
effect: That Jas, C. Zabriskie, 


of New Jersey, Lad made to the President for & 
| Seite toners, represent to him the sacrifiees he had 
bP a * bd i 


President told should have it; and, asthe nature of 
the contract apperained to hiv ofc he (Mr: was di- 
rected by the to prepare the papers. He did so 
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